
Lesson Plan

Contents
• Kids fight for the environment• Kids vs. government• Fleeing from the weather• Eyes on the tide

Content vocabularyactivists  carbon emissions  climate change  climate refugees  desertification  

droughts  environmental refugees  fossil fuels  global warming  humanitarian 

disaster  hurricanes  infestations  malnutrition  monsoons  plaintiffs  seawalls

Sammy is trapped under rubble after 
a massive earthquake. No one knows 
where he is, except for a loyal puppy 
that never gives up hope.

Clean Energy reports on various energy 
sources and describes how renewable 
energy is being used in different ways 
around the world.

Paired connected texts

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plan PersPectives The Impact of Climate Change: Why Clean Energy Matters © 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

1
 The Impact of Climate ChangeCreate a concept map• Think about the causes and impacts 

of climate change. Also, think about 

possible solutions to the problem of 

climate change.• Create a concept map about climate 

change, using the subheadings 
“Causes”, “Impacts” and “Solutions”.

2
 The Impact of Climate ChangeCreate a poster• Create a poster about one of the issues 

related to climate change that you feel 

strongly about.• Think about how the visual images and 

the language you use will affect someone 

viewing the poster.

3
  The Impact of Climate ChangePresent a talk• Choose an issue about climate change 

that you believe is important for others 

to know about.• Plan and write a two-minute talk about 

the issue.
• Include facts and how you feel about 

these facts.
• Present your talk to the class.

4
 The Impact of Climate ChangeMake a digital presentation

• With a partner, make a digital slideshow 

that summarises the issues surrounding 

climate change.• Research the issue to find additional 

information.
• Include a world map that shows some of 

the areas of the world that are affected 

by climate change.

Choose one of the following activities from this menu.

Task cards

Graphic Organiser: Persuasive text devices

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plan PersPectives The Impact of Climate Change: Why Clean Energy Matters © 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Device

Example (include page number)

Anecdotes

When I was a child …

Cluster of three
Cold, hungry and vulnerable …

Emotive language
It is outrageous that such 
an evil can be allowed.

Graphs/tables/charts/maps

Quotes from expertProfessor Jane Brown of 
Hillside University says …

Repetition
Save the animals. Save the plants.

Short sentences/paragraphs
We can stop this.

Statistics
80 per cent of children  under five …
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Our changing climate:  
who are the victims?
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Advanced Fluent reading stage
Levels  Q–S

Key concepts

 •   People’s actions impact the environment. Sustainable practices impact in  

positive ways and pollution impacts in negative ways.

•    Individuals, communities and governments have responsibilities to reflect  

and act upon the impact of people’s actions.
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Correlation to Year 4 of the Australian Curriculum: English

Paired texts (a narrative book and informative book) explore a high-interest 
topic.  Accompanying each pair is a Perspectives title, which explores an issue 
arising from the high-interest topic. This title is a collection of short texts  
presenting multiple points of view on the issue.
Separate lesson plans for the paired texts and Perspectives titles support the  
development of reading, writing, language and speaking and listening skills.  

Lesson Plans

Content vocabulary

Reading strategies
Clean Energy
•  Asking questions about the 

information

coal  electricity  energy   
environmentally friendly  fossil fuels  
gas  geothermal  energy  hybrid cars  
hydroelectricity  insulation   
non-renewable energy  oil   
photo voltaic cells  pollution   
renewable energy  resources   
solar energy  solar panels  turbines   
wave energy  wind energy

Sammy is trapped under rubble after a 
massive earthquake. No one knows where  
he is, except for a loyal puppy that never  
gives up hope.
Running words: 3329 
Text type: Narrative  

Clean Energy reports on various energy 
sources and describes how renewable 
energy is being used in different ways 
around the world.
Running words: 1945  
Text type: Report  

Advanced Fluent  
reading stage

Level S

Literary language
Verbs (sensing):  awakened  dreamt  heard  
hoped  remembered  thought  understand  
warn  wish  wonder
Text connectives to indicate time:   
as darkness descended  as the days passed  back 
then  by early morning  it had been one day 
since  it was midday  just then  now five years 
later  the next morning
Literary adverbs:  cheekily  gently  greedily  
luckily  quickly  slowly  suddenly

Five years ago Now

Sammy

Haiti

Reflect on Clean Energy. For each chapter, write a question about what you want to know more 
about. Share your questions with a partner.

Graphic Organiser 1: Questions about energy Graphic Organiser 2: Then and now

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plans Clean Energy / Surviving the Earthquake  © 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.
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Name/s: 

In Surviving the Earthquake, the author changes time settings from the present to five years ago,  
and then back again to the present time. 
Record how things were for Sammy and for Haiti just after the earthquake and how they are now. 
Talk with a partner about the changes you notice.

Name: 

Clean Energy

Chapter 1: Fossil fuels and energy

Chapter 5:  
Energy in the future

Chapter 4:  
New York’s Lowline Park

Chapter 2: A clean, green school

Chapter 3:  
Renewable energy 
– Hope for Haiti

Curriculum links

Clean Energy  
•   Science: Science and human  

endeavour
•   Design and Technologies:  

Technologies and society

Surviving the Earthquake
•   Design and Technologies:  

Technologies and society
•   English: Literature

Surviving the Earthquake
•  Identifying the language the author uses to 

signal changes in setting (time and place)
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LANGUAGE

Language variation and change

Understand that Standard Australian English is one of many social dialects used in Australia, and that while it  
originated in England it has been influenced by many other languages (ACELA1487)

Language for interaction

Understand that social interactions influence the way people engage with ideas and respond to others for  
example when exploring and clarifying the ideas of others, summarising their own views and reporting them  
to a larger group (ACELA1488)

• • • • • • • • • • • •

Understand differences between the language of opinion and feeling and the language of factual reporting  
or recording (ACELA1489)

Text structure and organisation

Understand how texts vary in complexity and technicality depending on the approach to the topic, the  
purpose and the intended audience (ACELA1490) • • • • • • • • • • • •
Understand how texts are made cohesive through the use of linking devices including pronoun reference and  
text connectives (ACELA1491) • • • • • • • • • • • •
Recognise how quotation marks are used in texts to signal dialogue, titles and quoted (direct) speech (ACELA1492) • • • • • • • • • • • •
Identify features of online texts that enhance readability including text, navigation, links, graphics  
and layout (ACELA1793)

Expressing and developing ideas

Understand that the meaning of sentences can be enriched through the use of noun groups/phrases and  
verb groups/phrases and prepositional phrases (ACELA1493) • • • • • • • • • • • •
Investigate how quoted (direct) and reported (indirect) speech work in different types of text (ACELA1494) • • • • • • • • • • • •
Understand how adverb groups/phrases and prepositional phrases work in different ways to provide  
circumstantial details about an activity (ACELA1495) • • • • • • • • • • • •
Explore the effect of choices when framing an image, placement of elements in the image, and salience  
on composition of still and moving images in a range of types of texts (ACELA1496) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Incorporate new vocabulary from a range of sources into students’ own texts including vocabulary encountered in 
research (ACELA1498) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •



Lesson Plan

Contents
• Kids fight for the environment• Kids vs. government• Fleeing from the weather• Eyes on the tide

Content vocabularyactivists  carbon emissions  climate change  climate refugees  desertification  

droughts  environmental refugees  fossil fuels  global warming  humanitarian 

disaster  hurricanes  infestations  malnutrition  monsoons  plaintiffs  seawalls

Sammy is trapped under rubble after 
a massive earthquake. No one knows 
where he is, except for a loyal puppy 
that never gives up hope.

Clean Energy reports on various energy 
sources and describes how renewable 
energy is being used in different ways 
around the world.

Paired connected texts

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plan PersPectives The Impact of Climate Change: Why Clean Energy Matters © 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

1
 The Impact of Climate ChangeCreate a concept map• Think about the causes and impacts 

of climate change. Also, think about 

possible solutions to the problem of 

climate change.• Create a concept map about climate 

change, using the subheadings 
“Causes”, “Impacts” and “Solutions”.

2
 The Impact of Climate ChangeCreate a poster• Create a poster about one of the issues 

related to climate change that you feel 

strongly about.• Think about how the visual images and 

the language you use will affect someone 

viewing the poster.

3
  The Impact of Climate ChangePresent a talk• Choose an issue about climate change 

that you believe is important for others 

to know about.• Plan and write a two-minute talk about 

the issue.
• Include facts and how you feel about 

these facts.
• Present your talk to the class.

4
 The Impact of Climate ChangeMake a digital presentation

• With a partner, make a digital slideshow 

that summarises the issues surrounding 

climate change.• Research the issue to find additional 

information.
• Include a world map that shows some of 

the areas of the world that are affected 

by climate change.

Choose one of the following activities from this menu.

Task cards

Graphic Organiser: Persuasive text devices

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plan PersPectives The Impact of Climate Change: Why Clean Energy Matters © 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Device

Example (include page number)

Anecdotes

When I was a child …

Cluster of three
Cold, hungry and vulnerable …

Emotive language
It is outrageous that such 
an evil can be allowed.

Graphs/tables/charts/maps

Quotes from expertProfessor Jane Brown of 
Hillside University says …

Repetition
Save the animals. Save the plants.

Short sentences/paragraphs
We can stop this.

Statistics
80 per cent of children  under five …

PE
RS

PE
CT

IV
ES

Our changing climate:  
who are the victims?

© 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. This work is protected by copyright law, and under 

international copyright conventions, applicable in the jurisdictions in which it is 

published.  The trademark “Flying Start to Literacy” and Star device is a registered 

trademark of EC Licensing Pty Ltd in Australia and New Zealand.

In addition to certain rights under applicable copyright law to copy parts of this work, 

the purchaser may make copies of those sections of this work displaying the footnote:  

“© 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd”, provided that: (a) the number of copies made does not 

exceed the number reasonably required by the purchaser for its teaching purposes; (b) 

those copies are only made by means of photocopying and are not further copied or 

stored or transmitted by any means; (c) those copies are not sold, hired, lent or offered 

for sale, hire or loan; and (d) every copy made clearly shows the footnote copyright notice.

All other rights reserved.
Distribution details:www.ecpublishing.com.au/contact-usMore information:www.flying-start-to-literacy.com.au

www.ecpublishing.com.au

Developed by Eleanor Curtain Publishing
Text: Kerrie Shanahan    Consultant: Linda Hoyt  Designed by Derek Schneider  

Printed in China through Colorcraft Ltd, Hong Kong
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Key concepts

 •   People’s actions impact the environment. Sustainable practices impact in  

positive ways and pollution impacts in negative ways.

•    Individuals, communities and governments have responsibilities to reflect  

and act upon the impact of people’s actions.
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Correlation to Year 4 of the Australian Curriculum: English

Paired texts (a narrative book and informative book) explore a high-interest 
topic.  Accompanying each pair is a Perspectives title, which explores an issue 
arising from the high-interest topic. This title is a collection of short texts  
presenting multiple points of view on the issue.
Separate lesson plans for the paired texts and Perspectives titles support the  
development of reading, writing, language and speaking and listening skills.  

© 2021 EC Licensing Pty Ltd ® Registered trademarks of EC Licensing Pty Ltd ABN 27 207 019 811 www.ecpublishing.com.au

Lesson Plans

Content vocabulary

Reading strategies
Clean Energy
•  Asking questions about the 

information

coal  electricity  energy   
environmentally friendly  fossil fuels  
gas  geothermal  energy  hybrid cars  
hydroelectricity  insulation   
non-renewable energy  oil   
photo voltaic cells  pollution   
renewable energy  resources   
solar energy  solar panels  turbines   
wave energy  wind energy

Sammy is trapped under rubble after a 
massive earthquake. No one knows where  
he is, except for a loyal puppy that never  
gives up hope.
Running words: 3329 
Text type: Narrative  

Clean Energy reports on various energy 
sources and describes how renewable 
energy is being used in different ways 
around the world.
Running words: 1945  
Text type: Report  

Advanced Fluent  
reading stage

Level S

Literary language
Verbs (sensing):  awakened  dreamt  heard  
hoped  remembered  thought  understand  
warn  wish  wonder
Text connectives to indicate time:   
as darkness descended  as the days passed  back 
then  by early morning  it had been one day 
since  it was midday  just then  now five years 
later  the next morning
Literary adverbs:  cheekily  gently  greedily  
luckily  quickly  slowly  suddenly

Five years ago Now

Sammy

Haiti

Reflect on Clean Energy. For each chapter, write a question about what you want to know more 
about. Share your questions with a partner.

Graphic Organiser 1: Questions about energy Graphic Organiser 2: Then and now

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plans Clean Energy / Surviving the Earthquake  © 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.
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Name/s: 

In Surviving the Earthquake, the author changes time settings from the present to five years ago,  
and then back again to the present time. 
Record how things were for Sammy and for Haiti just after the earthquake and how they are now. 
Talk with a partner about the changes you notice.

Name: 

Clean Energy

Chapter 1: Fossil fuels and energy

Chapter 5:  
Energy in the future

Chapter 4:  
New York’s Lowline Park

Chapter 2: A clean, green school

Chapter 3:  
Renewable energy 
– Hope for Haiti

Curriculum links

Clean Energy  
•   Science: Science and human  

endeavour
•   Design and Technologies:  

Technologies and society

Surviving the Earthquake
•   Design and Technologies:  

Technologies and society
•   English: Literature

Surviving the Earthquake
•  Identifying the language the author uses to 

signal changes in setting (time and place)
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Phonics and word knowledge

Understand how to use knowledge of letter patterns including double letters, spelling generalisations, morphemic 
word families, common prefixes and suffixes and word origins to spell more complex words (ACELA1779) • • • • • • • • • • • •
Read and write a large core of high frequency words including homophones and know how to use context to 
identify correct spelling (ACELA1780) • • • • • • • • • • • •
Understand how to use phonic knowledge to read and write multisyllabic words with more complex letter 
combinations, including a variety of vowel sounds and known prefixes and suffixes (ACELA1828) • • • • • • • • • • • •

LITERATURE

Literature and context

Make connections between the ways different authors may represent similar storylines, ideas and relationships 
(ACELT1602)

Responding to literature 

Discuss literary experiences with others, sharing responses and expressing a point of view (ACELT1603 ) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Use metalanguage to describe the effects of ideas, text structures and language features of literary texts 
(ACELT1604) • • • • • • • • • • • •
Examining literature 

Discuss how authors and illustrators make stories exciting, moving and absorbing and hold readers’ interest by 
using various techniques, for example character development and plot tension (ACELT1605) • • • • • • • • • • • •
Understand, interpret and experiment with a range of devices and deliberate word play in poetry and other literary 
texts, for example nonsense words, spoonerisms, neologisms and puns (ACELT1606)

Creating literature 

Create literary texts that explore students’ own experiences and imagining (ACELT1607)
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LANGUAGE

 • •



Lesson Plan

Contents
• Kids fight for the environment• Kids vs. government• Fleeing from the weather• Eyes on the tide

Content vocabularyactivists  carbon emissions  climate change  climate refugees  desertification  

droughts  environmental refugees  fossil fuels  global warming  humanitarian 

disaster  hurricanes  infestations  malnutrition  monsoons  plaintiffs  seawalls

Sammy is trapped under rubble after 
a massive earthquake. No one knows 
where he is, except for a loyal puppy 
that never gives up hope.

Clean Energy reports on various energy 
sources and describes how renewable 
energy is being used in different ways 
around the world.

Paired connected texts

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plan PersPectives The Impact of Climate Change: Why Clean Energy Matters © 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

1
 The Impact of Climate ChangeCreate a concept map• Think about the causes and impacts 

of climate change. Also, think about 

possible solutions to the problem of 

climate change.• Create a concept map about climate 

change, using the subheadings 
“Causes”, “Impacts” and “Solutions”.

2
 The Impact of Climate ChangeCreate a poster• Create a poster about one of the issues 

related to climate change that you feel 

strongly about.• Think about how the visual images and 

the language you use will affect someone 

viewing the poster.

3
  The Impact of Climate ChangePresent a talk• Choose an issue about climate change 

that you believe is important for others 

to know about.• Plan and write a two-minute talk about 

the issue.
• Include facts and how you feel about 

these facts.
• Present your talk to the class.

4
 The Impact of Climate ChangeMake a digital presentation

• With a partner, make a digital slideshow 

that summarises the issues surrounding 

climate change.• Research the issue to find additional 

information.
• Include a world map that shows some of 

the areas of the world that are affected 

by climate change.

Choose one of the following activities from this menu.

Task cards

Graphic Organiser: Persuasive text devices

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plan PersPectives The Impact of Climate Change: Why Clean Energy Matters © 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Device

Example (include page number)

Anecdotes

When I was a child …

Cluster of three
Cold, hungry and vulnerable …

Emotive language
It is outrageous that such 
an evil can be allowed.

Graphs/tables/charts/maps

Quotes from expertProfessor Jane Brown of 
Hillside University says …

Repetition
Save the animals. Save the plants.

Short sentences/paragraphs
We can stop this.

Statistics
80 per cent of children  under five …

PE
RS

PE
CT

IV
ES

Our changing climate:  
who are the victims?
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Advanced Fluent reading stage
Levels  Q–S

Key concepts

 •   People’s actions impact the environment. Sustainable practices impact in  

positive ways and pollution impacts in negative ways.

•    Individuals, communities and governments have responsibilities to reflect  

and act upon the impact of people’s actions.

FS AUS Gr4 LP The Impact of Climate Change.indd   1-3
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Correlation to Year 4 of the Australian Curriculum: English

Paired texts (a narrative book and informative book) explore a high-interest 
topic.  Accompanying each pair is a Perspectives title, which explores an issue 
arising from the high-interest topic. This title is a collection of short texts  
presenting multiple points of view on the issue.
Separate lesson plans for the paired texts and Perspectives titles support the  
development of reading, writing, language and speaking and listening skills.  

© 2021 EC Licensing Pty Ltd ® Registered trademarks of EC Licensing Pty Ltd ABN 27 207 019 811 www.ecpublishing.com.au

Lesson Plans

Content vocabulary

Reading strategies
Clean Energy
•  Asking questions about the 

information

coal  electricity  energy   
environmentally friendly  fossil fuels  
gas  geothermal  energy  hybrid cars  
hydroelectricity  insulation   
non-renewable energy  oil   
photo voltaic cells  pollution   
renewable energy  resources   
solar energy  solar panels  turbines   
wave energy  wind energy

Sammy is trapped under rubble after a 
massive earthquake. No one knows where  
he is, except for a loyal puppy that never  
gives up hope.
Running words: 3329 
Text type: Narrative  

Clean Energy reports on various energy 
sources and describes how renewable 
energy is being used in different ways 
around the world.
Running words: 1945  
Text type: Report  

Advanced Fluent  
reading stage

Level S

Literary language
Verbs (sensing):  awakened  dreamt  heard  
hoped  remembered  thought  understand  
warn  wish  wonder
Text connectives to indicate time:   
as darkness descended  as the days passed  back 
then  by early morning  it had been one day 
since  it was midday  just then  now five years 
later  the next morning
Literary adverbs:  cheekily  gently  greedily  
luckily  quickly  slowly  suddenly

Five years ago Now

Sammy

Haiti

Reflect on Clean Energy. For each chapter, write a question about what you want to know more 
about. Share your questions with a partner.

Graphic Organiser 1: Questions about energy Graphic Organiser 2: Then and now

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plans Clean Energy / Surviving the Earthquake  © 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plans Clean Energy / Surviving the Earthquake  © 2018 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Name/s: 

In Surviving the Earthquake, the author changes time settings from the present to five years ago,  
and then back again to the present time. 
Record how things were for Sammy and for Haiti just after the earthquake and how they are now. 
Talk with a partner about the changes you notice.

Name: 

Clean Energy

Chapter 1: Fossil fuels and energy

Chapter 5:  
Energy in the future

Chapter 4:  
New York’s Lowline Park

Chapter 2: A clean, green school

Chapter 3:  
Renewable energy 
– Hope for Haiti

Curriculum links

Clean Energy  
•   Science: Science and human  

endeavour
•   Design and Technologies:  

Technologies and society

Surviving the Earthquake
•   Design and Technologies:  

Technologies and society
•   English: Literature

Surviving the Earthquake
•  Identifying the language the author uses to 

signal changes in setting (time and place)
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Create literary texts by developing storylines, characters and settings (ACELT1794)

Texts in context

Identify and explain language features of texts from earlier times and compare with the vocabulary, images, layout 
and content of contemporary texts (ACELY1686)

Interacting with others

Interpret ideas and information in spoken texts and listen for key points in order to carry out tasks and use 
information to share and extend ideas and information (ACELY1687)

Use interaction skills such as acknowledging another’s point of view and linking students’ response to the topic, 
using familiar and new vocabulary and a range of vocal effects such as tone, pace, pitch and volume to speak clearly 
and coherently (ACELY1688)

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations incorporating learned content and taking into account the particular 
purposes and audiences (ACELY1689)

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

Identify characteristic features used in imaginative, informative and persuasive texts to meet the purpose of the text 
(ACELY1690)

• • • • • • • • • • • •
Read different types of texts by combining contextual, semantic, grammatical and phonic knowledge using text 
processing strategies for example monitoring meaning, cross checking and reviewing (ACELY1691)

• • • • • • • • • • • •
Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning to expand content knowledge, integrating and 
linking ideas and analysing and evaluating texts (ACELY1692)

• • • • • • • • • • • •

Creating texts 

Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts containing key information and supporting 
details for a widening range of audiences, demonstrating increasing control over text structures and language 
features (ACELY1694)

• • • • • • • • • • • •

Re-read and edit for meaning by adding, deleting or moving words or word groups to improve content and 
structure (ACELY1695)

• • • • • • • • • • • •
Write using clearly-formed joined letters, and develop increased fluency and automaticity (ACELY1696)

Use a range of software including word processing programs to construct, edit and publish written text, and select, 
edit and place visual, print and audio elements (ACELY1697)
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