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Each set consists of a Shared Book, a Lesson Plan and a Vocabulary Starter 
that develop foundational skills and strategies, including phonics,  
oral language, fluency, awareness of print concepts and writing.

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plans What Do Animals Do at the Zoo? © 2016-2017 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Students will have fun listening along to and joining in with this 

beautifully illustrated rhyming book of well known and loved animals 

found at the zoo. Enjoy sharing this title with your students and 

encourage them to chant along with you.

   Activity card
My animal eats ...

You will need: crayonsDraw an animal and the food it eats.

Lesson Plan

Shared Reading

Shared Book

Vocabulary Starter

VocabularyOral vocabulary chatter  din  elephants  flick  lions  monkeys  prance  roar  trumpet  slither  snakes  snarl  snore   

squeal  wiggle
High-frequency words 

a  and  at  from  in  on  that  the  they  to
Phonemic awareness•  Recognising the number of syllables in a wordPhonics•  Identifying the /z/ sound as in zoo

Print concepts•  Identifying the parts of a book

Early Emergentreading stage   
Shared Reading

Key concepts

Curriculum link

•   Lots of different animals live in a zoo.

•   Animals act in different ways.
•   We need to give zoo animals the right food.

•  Science: Biological Sciences – Living things
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Vocabulary Starter
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Getting started 
Ask: What can you tell me about an elephant? What do you 
know about tigers? Students could sit knee-to-knee with a 
partner to share their knowledge.

Spend time identifying different features of the animals 
featured on the Vocabulary Starter. For example, say: An 
elephant has a trunk, tusks, ears, wrinkly skin; a lion can have 
a mane; tigers have stripes. Have students identify features 
that some animals have in common. For example, tigers and 
zebras both have stripes. Lions, tigers, monkeys and zebras have 
fur. Tigers, lions and snakes have sharp teeth. Encourage the 
students to describe the animals in complete sentences.

Word Game
Play a cumulative version of the game “I Spy” where students 
take it in turns to say: I spy with my little eye a wrinkly grey 
elephant passing by. The next student must repeat this and add 
an animal. For example, I spy with my little eye a wrinkly grey 
elephant and a fat muddy hippopotamus passing by.

Word lists
Make a chart using words to describe each animal from the 
Vocabulary Starter. Talk about other animals that these words 
could describe.

Animal Elephant Hippopotamus Lion Monkey Tiger Snake Zebra
Words 
to 
describe 
them

Writing sentences
Use the words from the Vocabulary Starter as a writing resource.
Ask: What can we say about this monkey? How will I spell the 
word “monkey”? Model referring to the Vocabulary Starter 
and remembering two letters at a time as you write the word. 
As you write the words, model placing your finger under each 
letter of the word to keep your place. You could also refer to 
the descriptive words listed in the chart (see Developing oral 
vocabulary).

Ask students to cut out one or more pictures from the 
Blackline master and paste them onto a blank page. Students 
could then write a sentence about their picture. Provide  
high-frequency word cards to support students in their 
writing. As needed, scribe student sentences for them and 
then have them copy these sentences.

Spelling
Talk about each word on the Vocabulary Starter. Ask: How 
many sounds do you hear when you say the word “zebra”? What 
is the first sound? What letter do you write to make that sound? 
Focus on the letters that are representing the sounds in each 
word, e.g.  t/i/g/er.

Ask students, in pairs, to sit side by side and use magnetic 
letters or letter tiles to make words from the Vocabulary 
Starter. One partner could make the first half of the word 
and the other partner could make the second half. Ask: What 
letters do you need to finish this word?

Students could work in cooperative pairs to make one word 
from the Vocabulary Starter. Then one partner could close 
his/her eyes while the other partner takes one letter out of the 
word. The partner must then replace the missing letter.

Developing oral vocabulary Developing reading vocabulary Developing writing vocabulary Blackline master: Zoo

Getting started
Introduce the word on each card. Point to the photograph and 
ask: What is this animal’s name? Mask the words under each 
photograph and ask: What letter do you expect to see at the 
beginning of the word snake? Unmask the word to check. Ask: 
What does this word say?

Draw out information about:

• word shape
• number of letters
• first letter – whose name in the class has the same first letter?
• other words that sound like the word.

Repeat with other words.

Guessing game
Provide students with small word cards of the animals from 
the Vocabulary Starter (one animal name per card). Ask the 
students to say what they think the word says. Have students 
refer to the Vocabulary Starter to check that what they have 
said is correct.

Simple sentences
Students could use high-frequency word cards to make simple 
sentences about the animals from the Vocabulary Starter. 
For example, “I can see a lion. Here is a lion. I like this lion.” 
Have students read their sentences to a partner.

Counting syllables
Count the number of syllables in each word. Have the students 
clap as they count each beat they hear in each word. Write the 
word on the board showing where the syllables are. For example, 
“lion: li/on” (2 syllables); “elephant: el/e/phant” (3 syllables).

Flying Start to Literacy Vocabulary Starters support  
the development of: 

• oral language
• reading 
• writing. 

They reflect the vocabulary needs of students in the first few 
years of school (key vocabulary) and have direct relevance to 
students’ everyday lives and interests. As well, these words 
support curriculum including science and social studies.

This card can be:

• read as a book
• opened up into a chart
• folded to reveal single images one at a time.

Flying Start to Literacy Vocabulary Starters can be used:

• to introduce new vocabulary
•  as a word bank – display opened out on a notice board  

as a writing resource
•  as a stimulus for discussion e.g. Have you been to a zoo? What 

did you see there?
•  to support ELL students by linking spoken and written 

vocabulary to clear photographs
• to build confidence using the vocabulary.

Copy this blackline master at 140%.

The Vocabulary Starter Zoo Animals 
provides direct support for the 
vocabulary used in the Flying Start to 
Literacy Stage 1 books Animals at the 
Zoo and Where are the Animals? 
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Key vocabulary:   elephant  hippopotamus  lion  monkey  
snake  tiger  zebra

Vocabulary Starter ✂
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Shared Reading Collection  
Correlation to Foundation Year of Australian Curriculum: English
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LANGUAGE

Language variation and change

Understand that English is one of many languages spoken in Australia and that different  
languages may be spoken by family, classmates and community (ACELA1426)

Language for interaction

Explore how language is used differently at home and school depending on the relationships between 
people (ACELA1428)

Understand that language can be used to explore ways of expressing needs, likes and dislikes 
(ACELA1429) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Text structure and organisation

Understand that texts can take many forms, can be very short (for example an exit sign)  
or quite long (for example an information book or a film) and that stories and informative  
texts have different purposes (ACELA1430) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Understand that some language in written texts is unlike everyday spoken language (ACELA1431) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Understand that punctuation is a feature of written text different from letters; recognise  
how capital letters are used for names, and that capital letters and full stops signal the  
beginning and end of sentences (ACELA1432) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Understand concepts about print and screen, including how books, film and simple digital texts work, 
and know some features of print, for example directionality (ACELA1433) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Expressing and developing ideas

Recognise that sentences are key units for expressing ideas (ACELA1435) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Recognise that texts are made up of words and groups of words that make meaning (ACELA1434) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Explore the different contribution of words and images to meaning in stories  
and informative texts (ACELA1786) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Expressing and developing ideas

Understand the use of vocabulary in familiar contexts related to everyday experiences,  
personal interests and topics taught at school (ACELA1437) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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Each set consists of a Shared Book, a Lesson Plan and a Vocabulary Starter 
that develop foundational skills and strategies, including phonics,  
oral language, fluency, awareness of print concepts and writing.

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plans What Do Animals Do at the Zoo? © 2016-2017 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Students will have fun listening along to and joining in with this 

beautifully illustrated rhyming book of well known and loved animals 

found at the zoo. Enjoy sharing this title with your students and 

encourage them to chant along with you.

   Activity card
My animal eats ...

You will need: crayonsDraw an animal and the food it eats.

Lesson Plan

Shared Reading

Shared Book

Vocabulary Starter

VocabularyOral vocabulary chatter  din  elephants  flick  lions  monkeys  prance  roar  trumpet  slither  snakes  snarl  snore   

squeal  wiggle
High-frequency words 

a  and  at  from  in  on  that  the  they  to
Phonemic awareness•  Recognising the number of syllables in a wordPhonics•  Identifying the /z/ sound as in zoo

Print concepts•  Identifying the parts of a book

Early Emergentreading stage   
Shared Reading

Key concepts

Curriculum link

•   Lots of different animals live in a zoo.

•   Animals act in different ways.
•   We need to give zoo animals the right food.

•  Science: Biological Sciences – Living things
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Getting started 
Ask: What can you tell me about an elephant? What do you 
know about tigers? Students could sit knee-to-knee with a 
partner to share their knowledge.

Spend time identifying different features of the animals 
featured on the Vocabulary Starter. For example, say: An 
elephant has a trunk, tusks, ears, wrinkly skin; a lion can have 
a mane; tigers have stripes. Have students identify features 
that some animals have in common. For example, tigers and 
zebras both have stripes. Lions, tigers, monkeys and zebras have 
fur. Tigers, lions and snakes have sharp teeth. Encourage the 
students to describe the animals in complete sentences.

Word Game
Play a cumulative version of the game “I Spy” where students 
take it in turns to say: I spy with my little eye a wrinkly grey 
elephant passing by. The next student must repeat this and add 
an animal. For example, I spy with my little eye a wrinkly grey 
elephant and a fat muddy hippopotamus passing by.

Word lists
Make a chart using words to describe each animal from the 
Vocabulary Starter. Talk about other animals that these words 
could describe.

Animal Elephant Hippopotamus Lion Monkey Tiger Snake Zebra
Words 
to 
describe 
them

Writing sentences
Use the words from the Vocabulary Starter as a writing resource.
Ask: What can we say about this monkey? How will I spell the 
word “monkey”? Model referring to the Vocabulary Starter 
and remembering two letters at a time as you write the word. 
As you write the words, model placing your finger under each 
letter of the word to keep your place. You could also refer to 
the descriptive words listed in the chart (see Developing oral 
vocabulary).

Ask students to cut out one or more pictures from the 
Blackline master and paste them onto a blank page. Students 
could then write a sentence about their picture. Provide  
high-frequency word cards to support students in their 
writing. As needed, scribe student sentences for them and 
then have them copy these sentences.

Spelling
Talk about each word on the Vocabulary Starter. Ask: How 
many sounds do you hear when you say the word “zebra”? What 
is the first sound? What letter do you write to make that sound? 
Focus on the letters that are representing the sounds in each 
word, e.g.  t/i/g/er.

Ask students, in pairs, to sit side by side and use magnetic 
letters or letter tiles to make words from the Vocabulary 
Starter. One partner could make the first half of the word 
and the other partner could make the second half. Ask: What 
letters do you need to finish this word?

Students could work in cooperative pairs to make one word 
from the Vocabulary Starter. Then one partner could close 
his/her eyes while the other partner takes one letter out of the 
word. The partner must then replace the missing letter.

Developing oral vocabulary Developing reading vocabulary Developing writing vocabulary Blackline master: Zoo

Getting started
Introduce the word on each card. Point to the photograph and 
ask: What is this animal’s name? Mask the words under each 
photograph and ask: What letter do you expect to see at the 
beginning of the word snake? Unmask the word to check. Ask: 
What does this word say?

Draw out information about:

• word shape
• number of letters
• first letter – whose name in the class has the same first letter?
• other words that sound like the word.

Repeat with other words.

Guessing game
Provide students with small word cards of the animals from 
the Vocabulary Starter (one animal name per card). Ask the 
students to say what they think the word says. Have students 
refer to the Vocabulary Starter to check that what they have 
said is correct.

Simple sentences
Students could use high-frequency word cards to make simple 
sentences about the animals from the Vocabulary Starter. 
For example, “I can see a lion. Here is a lion. I like this lion.” 
Have students read their sentences to a partner.

Counting syllables
Count the number of syllables in each word. Have the students 
clap as they count each beat they hear in each word. Write the 
word on the board showing where the syllables are. For example, 
“lion: li/on” (2 syllables); “elephant: el/e/phant” (3 syllables).

Flying Start to Literacy Vocabulary Starters support  
the development of: 

• oral language
• reading 
• writing. 

They reflect the vocabulary needs of students in the first few 
years of school (key vocabulary) and have direct relevance to 
students’ everyday lives and interests. As well, these words 
support curriculum including science and social studies.

This card can be:

• read as a book
• opened up into a chart
• folded to reveal single images one at a time.

Flying Start to Literacy Vocabulary Starters can be used:

• to introduce new vocabulary
•  as a word bank – display opened out on a notice board  

as a writing resource
•  as a stimulus for discussion e.g. Have you been to a zoo? What 

did you see there?
•  to support ELL students by linking spoken and written 

vocabulary to clear photographs
• to build confidence using the vocabulary.

Copy this blackline master at 140%.

The Vocabulary Starter Zoo Animals 
provides direct support for the 
vocabulary used in the Flying Start to 
Literacy Stage 1 books Animals at the 
Zoo and Where are the Animals? 
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LANGUAGE

Phonics and word knowledge

Recognise and generate rhyming words, alliteration patterns, syllables and sounds (phonemes) in spoken 
words (ACELA1439) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Recognise and name all upper and lower case letters (graphemes) and know the most common sound 
that each letter represents (ACELA1440) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Understand how to use knowledge of letters and sounds including onset and rime to spell words 
(ACELA1438) • • • • • • • • • •
Know how to read and write some high-frequency words and other familiar words (ACELA1817) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Understand that words are units of meaning and can be made of more than one meaningful part 
(ACELA1818) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Segment sentences into individual words and orally blend and segment onset and rime in single syllable 
spoken words, and isolate, blend and manipulate phonemes in single syllable words (ACELA1819) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Write consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words by representing some sounds with the appropriate  
letters, and blend sounds associated with letters when reading CVC words (ACELA1820)

LITERATURE

Literature and context

Recognise that texts are created by authors who tell stories and share experiences  
that may be similar or different to students’ own experiences (ACELT1575) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Responding to literature 

Respond to texts, identifying favourite stories, authors and illustrators (ACELT1577) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Share feelings and thoughts about the events and characters in texts (ACELT1783) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Examining literature 

Identify some features of texts including events and characters and retell events from a text 
(ACELT1578) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Recognise some different types of literary texts and identify some characteristic features of literary 
texts, for example beginnings and endings of traditional texts and rhyme in poetry (ACELT1785) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Replicate the rhythms and sound patterns in stories, rhymes, songs and poems  
from a range of cultures (ACELT1579) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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Each set consists of a Shared Book, a Lesson Plan and a Vocabulary Starter 
that develop foundational skills and strategies, including phonics,  
oral language, fluency, awareness of print concepts and writing.

Flying Start to Literacy Lesson Plans What Do Animals Do at the Zoo? © 2016-2017 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Students will have fun listening along to and joining in with this 

beautifully illustrated rhyming book of well known and loved animals 

found at the zoo. Enjoy sharing this title with your students and 

encourage them to chant along with you.

   Activity card
My animal eats ...

You will need: crayonsDraw an animal and the food it eats.

Lesson Plan

Shared Reading

Shared Book

Vocabulary Starter

VocabularyOral vocabulary chatter  din  elephants  flick  lions  monkeys  prance  roar  trumpet  slither  snakes  snarl  snore   

squeal  wiggle
High-frequency words 

a  and  at  from  in  on  that  the  they  to
Phonemic awareness•  Recognising the number of syllables in a wordPhonics•  Identifying the /z/ sound as in zoo

Print concepts•  Identifying the parts of a book

Early Emergentreading stage   
Shared Reading

Key concepts

Curriculum link

•   Lots of different animals live in a zoo.

•   Animals act in different ways.
•   We need to give zoo animals the right food.

•  Science: Biological Sciences – Living things
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Getting started 
Ask: What can you tell me about an elephant? What do you 
know about tigers? Students could sit knee-to-knee with a 
partner to share their knowledge.

Spend time identifying different features of the animals 
featured on the Vocabulary Starter. For example, say: An 
elephant has a trunk, tusks, ears, wrinkly skin; a lion can have 
a mane; tigers have stripes. Have students identify features 
that some animals have in common. For example, tigers and 
zebras both have stripes. Lions, tigers, monkeys and zebras have 
fur. Tigers, lions and snakes have sharp teeth. Encourage the 
students to describe the animals in complete sentences.

Word Game
Play a cumulative version of the game “I Spy” where students 
take it in turns to say: I spy with my little eye a wrinkly grey 
elephant passing by. The next student must repeat this and add 
an animal. For example, I spy with my little eye a wrinkly grey 
elephant and a fat muddy hippopotamus passing by.

Word lists
Make a chart using words to describe each animal from the 
Vocabulary Starter. Talk about other animals that these words 
could describe.

Animal Elephant Hippopotamus Lion Monkey Tiger Snake Zebra
Words 
to 
describe 
them

Writing sentences
Use the words from the Vocabulary Starter as a writing resource.
Ask: What can we say about this monkey? How will I spell the 
word “monkey”? Model referring to the Vocabulary Starter 
and remembering two letters at a time as you write the word. 
As you write the words, model placing your finger under each 
letter of the word to keep your place. You could also refer to 
the descriptive words listed in the chart (see Developing oral 
vocabulary).

Ask students to cut out one or more pictures from the 
Blackline master and paste them onto a blank page. Students 
could then write a sentence about their picture. Provide  
high-frequency word cards to support students in their 
writing. As needed, scribe student sentences for them and 
then have them copy these sentences.

Spelling
Talk about each word on the Vocabulary Starter. Ask: How 
many sounds do you hear when you say the word “zebra”? What 
is the first sound? What letter do you write to make that sound? 
Focus on the letters that are representing the sounds in each 
word, e.g.  t/i/g/er.

Ask students, in pairs, to sit side by side and use magnetic 
letters or letter tiles to make words from the Vocabulary 
Starter. One partner could make the first half of the word 
and the other partner could make the second half. Ask: What 
letters do you need to finish this word?

Students could work in cooperative pairs to make one word 
from the Vocabulary Starter. Then one partner could close 
his/her eyes while the other partner takes one letter out of the 
word. The partner must then replace the missing letter.

Developing oral vocabulary Developing reading vocabulary Developing writing vocabulary Blackline master: Zoo

Getting started
Introduce the word on each card. Point to the photograph and 
ask: What is this animal’s name? Mask the words under each 
photograph and ask: What letter do you expect to see at the 
beginning of the word snake? Unmask the word to check. Ask: 
What does this word say?

Draw out information about:

• word shape
• number of letters
• first letter – whose name in the class has the same first letter?
• other words that sound like the word.

Repeat with other words.

Guessing game
Provide students with small word cards of the animals from 
the Vocabulary Starter (one animal name per card). Ask the 
students to say what they think the word says. Have students 
refer to the Vocabulary Starter to check that what they have 
said is correct.

Simple sentences
Students could use high-frequency word cards to make simple 
sentences about the animals from the Vocabulary Starter. 
For example, “I can see a lion. Here is a lion. I like this lion.” 
Have students read their sentences to a partner.

Counting syllables
Count the number of syllables in each word. Have the students 
clap as they count each beat they hear in each word. Write the 
word on the board showing where the syllables are. For example, 
“lion: li/on” (2 syllables); “elephant: el/e/phant” (3 syllables).

Flying Start to Literacy Vocabulary Starters support  
the development of: 

• oral language
• reading 
• writing. 

They reflect the vocabulary needs of students in the first few 
years of school (key vocabulary) and have direct relevance to 
students’ everyday lives and interests. As well, these words 
support curriculum including science and social studies.

This card can be:

• read as a book
• opened up into a chart
• folded to reveal single images one at a time.

Flying Start to Literacy Vocabulary Starters can be used:

• to introduce new vocabulary
•  as a word bank – display opened out on a notice board  

as a writing resource
•  as a stimulus for discussion e.g. Have you been to a zoo? What 

did you see there?
•  to support ELL students by linking spoken and written 

vocabulary to clear photographs
• to build confidence using the vocabulary.

Copy this blackline master at 140%.

The Vocabulary Starter Zoo Animals 
provides direct support for the 
vocabulary used in the Flying Start to 
Literacy Stage 1 books Animals at the 
Zoo and Where are the Animals? 
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LITERATURE

Creating literature 

Retell familiar literary texts through performance, use of illustrations and images (ACELY1580) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Innovate on familiar texts through play (ACELT1831) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
LITERACY

Texts in context

Identify some familiar texts and the contexts in which they are used (ACELY1645)

Interacting with others

Listen to and respond orally to texts and to the communication of others in informal and structured 
classroom situations (ACELY1646) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Use interaction skills including listening while others speak, using appropriate voice levels, articulation 
and body language, gestures and eye contact (ACELY1784) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Deliver short oral presentations to peers (ACELY1647)

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

Identify some differences between imaginative and informative texts (ACELY1648) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Read decodable and predictable texts, practising phrasing and fluency, and monitor meaning using 
concepts about print and emerging contextual, semantic, grammatical and phonic knowledge (ACELY1649) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Use comprehension strategies to understand and discuss texts listened to, viewed or read independently 
(ACELY1650) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Creating texts 

Create short texts to explore, record and report ideas and events using familiar words and beginning 
writing knowledge (ACELY1651) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Participate in shared editing of students’ own texts for meaning, spelling, capital letters and full stops 
(ACELY1652)

Produce some lower case and upper case letters using learned letter formations (ACELY1653) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Construct texts using software including word processing programs (ACELY1654)


