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For more information:

Interdependence

Earth and  
Human Activity

Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
Yellowstone: A Unique Ecosystem explores the rich and diverse life of 
the first national park in the world. The book focuses on the links 
between the sun, the weather, the terrain and the living things 
that call Yellowstone home. It also highlights the interaction 
between the park’s vast array of plants and animals and how 
human action has impacted on this unique ecosystem.

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation/Newspaper report/Argument

Science Curriculum links
Australia
• BS (ACSSU43) Structural features and adaptations of living things assist their survival
• GS (ACHASSK113) The environmental and human influences on the location and characteristics 

of a place and the management of spaces within them 
• SS01.3 Sustainable patterns of living rely on the interdependence of healthy social, economic and 

ecological systems
New Zealand
• LW:  The key structural features and functions to the life processes of plants and animals
• LW: The importance of variation within a changing environment
• LW: The impact of natural events and human actions on an ecosystem

Key concepts 
• There is a complex web of interdependence between the natural systems and the living things in 

Yellowstone
• Human activity can have a positive, negative or unforeseen impact on the park
• Yellowstone is a unique and irreplaceable ecosystem

• It is important to preserve Yellowstone for future generations

Content vocabulary 
adaptations, alpine, ecosystem, endangered, erosion, fertile, forests, geysers, glaciers, grasslands, 
habitats, hot springs, interdependence, meadows, minerals, National Park, nutrients, overgrazing, 
plateau, poachers, pristine, regenerate, super-heated, temperate, terrain, thermal vent, vegetation, 
volcano

Text features
• Diagram, text boxes, sidebar, glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying cause and effect

Graphic Organiser: Cause and effect

Name/s: 

What makes Yellowstone a thriving ecosystem?
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Lesson Plan
Powerful Ideas outlines the history and facts about some 
of the world’s most famous national parks, and how they 
were established. It recounts the stories of passionate 
environmentalists John Muir, and Myles and Milo Dunphy, 
who spent their lives campaigning to protect natural wilderness 
areas. It also explains how they shared their passion for nature 
and convinced others of the importance of creating national 
parks and protecting wilderness areas.

Informative text types:  
Description/Report/Factual recount

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• GS (ACHASSK113) The environmental and human influences on the location and characteristics 
of a place and the management of spaces within them 

• SS01.4 World views recognise the dependence of living things on healthy ecosystems, and value 
diversity and social justice      

New Zealand

• LW: The importance of variations within a changing environment

• LW: The impact of natural events and human actions on an ecosystem

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current scientific theories and aim to collect 
evidence that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

Key concepts 
• Influential people have campaigned to establish national parks all around the world, so that 

wilderness areas are protected

• John Muir and the Dunphys spent their lives fighting to protect wilderness areas, and sharing 
their passion and knowledge about nature

• The ideas of environmentalists and activists have inspired people and governments to establish 
national parks, and to change laws to protect the environment

Content vocabulary 
activist, botany, campaign, ecosystem, environmentalists, fossil fuels, geology, glaciers, preserve, 
rangers, shell middens, sacred, tundra, vegetation, World Heritage Site 

Text features
• Text boxes, quotes, map, time line, glossary

Reading strategy
• Using written text and visual information to order events chronologically

Graphic Organiser: That’s the order!

Name/s: 

Summarise the history of national parks and the lives of John Muir and the Dunphys by listing main 
events in the order that they occurred.
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Lesson Plan
Wetlands explores how the complex ecosystems of wetlands 
perform a variety of functions of vital importance to the 
environment. It uses case studies of significant wetlands to 
investigate the problems caused by people.

Informative text types:  
Argument/Explanation/Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU43) Structural features and adaptations of living things assist their survival

• GS (ACHASSK113) The environmental and human influences on the location and characteristics 
of a place and the management of spaces within them 

• SS01.8 Designing action for sustainability requires an evaluation of past practices, the assessment 
of scientific and technological developments, and balanced judgements based on projected future 
economic, social and environmental impacts

New Zealand

• LW:  The key structural features and functions to the life processes of plants and animals 

• LW: The importance of variations within a changing environment

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current scientific theories and aim to collect 
evidence that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

Key concepts 
• Wetlands are complex ecosystems that perform important functions 

• Living organisms depend on each other and the environment 

• Human activity has impacted severely on the health of wetlands and their wildlife

Content vocabulary 
canals, conservation, detritus, ecosystem, endangered, environment, estuaries, GPS, habitats, 
invertebrates, levees, migrating, nutrients, population, predators, scent markings, spawn, species, 
territory, threaten, woodland 

Text features
• Labelled diagrams, tables, maps, fact files, case studies, food web, lists, text boxes, sidebars, 

glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying cause and effect

Graphic Organiser: Cause and effect

Name/s: 

Identify an effect described in Wetlands and write it in the circle.

Read Wetlands and list the things that cause this effect to come about.
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Lesson Plan
Animals and Us explores the complex relationship that exists 
between humans and other animals and how animals are used 
by and help people.

Informative text types:  
Report/Discussion

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• NDS (ACSHE081) Science provides the basis for decision-making in many areas of society and 
that these decisions can impact on the Earth system

• UIS (ACSHE083) Scientific knowledge is used to solve problems and inform personal and 
community decisions 

New Zealand

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current scientific theories and aim to collect 
evidence that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

Key concepts 
• People have depended on animals for a long time

• Some animals have been changed over thousands of years due to their relationship with people 

• Animals are used in scientific and medical research 

• Living things are interdependent for their survival

Content vocabulary 
antibiotics, bred, breed, captivity, caravans, characteristics, chronic, diseases, domestic, domesticate, 
eradicating, herd, inflammation, insecticide, nomadic, organisms, paralysing, parasites, permanent, 
pesticide, reproduce, species, stagnant, tumours, vaccines, wild 

Text features
• Tables, time lines, captions, map, text boxes, sidebars, glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying the main idea

Graphic Organiser: Get the point

Name/s: 
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Lesson Plan
Science for the People recounts the exceptional achievements of 
scientists Rachel Carson and Sally Ride. It examines how both 
women achieved success in their field of study and made their 
scientific ideas accessible and engaging to young people through 
social media channels. The book also introduces readers to 
science projects that everyone can participate in.

Informative text types:  
Recount/Report/Explanation 

Science Curriculum links
• Australia

• SS01.4 World views recognise the dependence of living things on healthy ecosystems, and value 
diversity and social justice

• SS01.5 World views are formed by experiences at personal, local, national and global levels, and 
are linked to individual and community

• UIS (ACSHE083) Scientific knowledge is used to predict possible effects of human and other 
activity and to develop management plans or alternative technologies that minimise these effects

New Zealand

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current scientific theories and aim to collect 
evidence that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

• PEB: The interactions between the solar, lunar and Earth cycles and the effect of these on Earth

Key concepts 
• Some scientists, such as Rachel Carson and Sally Ride, have shared their knowledge with the world 

in interesting and engaging ways

• Modern technologies have made science more accessible to all people

• By making science available to everyone, scientists have a better chance of creating positive changes

Content vocabulary 
astronaut, astronomers, atmosphere, biologist, biology, calcium, campaign, classify, culled, DDT, 
design, expedition, experiment, explanations, feral, hypotheses, inventions, laboratories, legacy, 
nebulas, observations, ozone layer, pesticide, physics, posthumously, press conference, research, 
robotic, satellites, space shuttle, specimen, technology

Text features
• Diagrams, captions, time line, text boxes, glossary

Reading strategy
• Comparing and contrasting information

Graphic Organiser: What’s the same? What’s different?

Name/s: 

Compare and contrast these scientists. 
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Rachel Carson Sally Ride

Compare and contrast the projects in chapter 3.

What do the projects have in common? In what ways are the projects different?
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Lesson Plan
Climate Change explains that although the Earth’s climate 
is always changing, scientific research shows that in 
the last 100 years the Earth’s average temperature has 
become warmer. This warming is thought to be affecting 
our climate.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia
• ESS (ACSSU078) The role of the sun as a provider of energy for the Earth
• SS01.8 Designing action for sustainability requires an evaluation of past practices, the assessment 

of scientific and technological developments, and balanced judgements based on projected future 
economic, social and environmental impacts 

• NDS (ACSHE081) Science provides the basis for decision-making in many areas of society and 
that these decisions can impact on the Earth system 

New Zealand
• LW: The impact of natural events and human actions on an ecosystem
• LW: The importance of variation within a changing environment
• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current scientific theories and aim to collect 

evidence that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

Key concepts 
• The diverse range of living things have complex and fragile relationships with each other and the 

environment
• Earth’s climate is continually changing
• Scientists measure change and predict trends
• Global warming is the biggest challenge of this century
• Actions can be taken to reduce CO2 levels in the atmosphere

Content vocabulary 
atmosphere, carbon dioxide, carbon footprint, climate, cyclone, deforestation, endangered, energy, 
exposure, extinct, fossil fuels, geothermal, glaciers, global warming, greenhouse gas, habitats, ice 
caps, industries, polyps, retreating, species, United Nations 

Text features
• Diagrams, graphs, maps, illustrations, sidebars, tables, text boxes, time line, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Asking and answering questions

Graphic Organiser: Questions and answers

Name/s: 

Asking and finding answers to questions about climate change
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My questions Answers Where found

What…?

Why…?

Who…?

Where…?

How…?

When…?
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Lesson Plan
Saving the Amazon River explains why the Amazon is considered 
such a special and important place. It examines the plants and 
animals that live there and how the health of this area is vital to 
the health of the whole planet. The book outlines the things that 
are threatening to destroy this unique and precious environment 
and discusses what people are doing to try to save it.

Informative text types:  
Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• SS01.1 The biosphere is a dynamic system providing conditions that sustain life on Earth 

• SS01.3 Sustainable patterns of living rely on the interdependence of healthy social, economic and 
ecological systems

• SS01.4 World views recognise the dependence of living things on healthy ecosystems, and value 
diversity and social justice

New Zealand

• LW: The key structural features and functions to the life processes of plants and animals

• LW: The impact of natural events and human actions on an ecosystem

Key concepts 
• The Amazon River Basin is a unique ecosystem that is home to an amazing array of wildlife

• Human activity is threatening the health of the Amazon River Basin

• Some people are working to protect and save the Amazon River Basin

Content vocabulary 
agriculture, algae, arable, atmosphere, basin, biosphere, canopy, carbon dioxide, decay,  dieback, 
diversity, ecosystems, endangered, environmentalists, equator, erosion, fertilisers, global warming, 
harvest, indigenous, industries, mercury, migratory, oxygen, pollutants, reforest, slash-and-burn, 
species, sustainable, thatched, toxic, tributaries, vegetation

Text features
• Maps, tables, text boxes, sidebars, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Synthesising information

Graphic Organiser: The amazing Amazon

Name/s: 

List your new knowledge in the table. Then write statements of understanding to show how you 
have put all the information together. 
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Unique features
What makes the Amazon such a special place? 
Why is it so important?

Threats
What is threatening the Amazon? Why does it 
need protecting?

My understandings
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Lesson Plan
Time Detectives explores the long and varied history of human 
life on Earth. It outlines the roles of palaeontologists and 
archaeologists in finding out about the past. Examples of 
societies and cultures of the past are described and discussed. 

Informative text types:  
Interview/Report/Procedure/Recount

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• ESS (ACSSU075) Rocks and fossils show evidence of changes in Earth’s surface features 

• NDS (ACSHE081) Science involves testing predictions by gathering data and using evidence to 
develop explanations of events and phenomena and reflects historical and cultural contributions

New Zealand

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current scientific theories and aim to collect 
evidence that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

• LW: The impact of natural events and human actions on an ecosystem

Key concepts 
• Studying history provides people with knowledge and skills to understand themselves and 

their world 

• Fossils are an important treasure as they reveal secrets about past life on Earth

Content vocabulary 
algebra, ancient, archaeologists, architecture, artifacts, civilization, debris, decomposed, dig, era, 
excavating, fossils, geometry, hieroglyphics, nomads, obelisks, palaeontologists, papyrus, pilgrimages, 
prehistoric, Roman, sundials, tombs, traditional 

Text features
• Photographic time line, text boxes, poster, illustrations, map, sidebars, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Using knowledge of text structures

Graphic Organiser: Knowing your text types

Name/s: 
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What does it look like?

Information in the text
What did you learn?

Chapter 1
Time line
(pp 4 & 5)

Chapter 2
Interview
(pp 7 & 8)

Chapter 3
Report
(pp 12 & 13)

Chapter 4
Letter
(pp 18 & 19)

Chapter 5
Newspaper 
report
(pp 26 & 27)

Chapter 6
Procedure
(p 29)
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Lesson Plan
Deserts explores different types of deserts, their characteristics,  
and how they are formed. It also discusses the various 
adaptations of plants and animals that enable them to survive 
in harsh desert environments.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU43) Structural features and adaptations of living things assist their survival

• BS (ACSSU43) Adaptations of living things for particular environments

• SS01.7 Actions for a more sustainable future reflect values of care, respect and responsibility, and 
require us to explore and understand environments

New Zealand

• PEB: The external and internal processes that shape and change the surface features of the land

• LW: The importance of variation within a changing environment

Key concepts 
• Deserts are places where there is very little rainfall (less than 40 millimetres per year)

• There are different types of deserts, with each type forming in a unique way and having a certain 
set of characteristics

• It is difficult for living things to survive in deserts, but some plants and animals are able to do so 
because they are well adapted to this environment

Content vocabulary 
adaptation, annuals, arid, cold currents, drought, erosion, nocturnal, nomads, plateaus, polar, salt 
pans, semi-arid, subtropical, succulents, topsoil 

Text features
• Tables, maps, text boxes, labelled diagrams, sidebars, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Comparing and contrasting information

Graphic Organiser: What’s the same? What’s different?

Name/s: 

Choose two types of deserts to compare and contrast. 
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Lesson Plan
The Earth, the Sun and the Moon explores the important 
scientific relationship that exists between the sun, Earth, and 
the moon. It explains why the sun and the moon are crucial 
to many aspects of life on Earth.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Procedure

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• ESS (ACSSU078) The Earth is part of a system of planets orbiting around a star (the sun)

• ESS (ACSSU078) Identifying the planets of the solar system

• ESS (ACSSU078) The role of the sun as a provider of energy for the Earth

• NDS (ACSHE081) How scientists were able to develop ideas about the solar system through the 
gathering of evidence through space exploration 

New Zealand

• PEB: Heat from the sun, the earth, and human activities is distributed around Earth by the 
geosphere, hydrosphere, and atmosphere

• PEB: The interactions between the solar, lunar, and Earth cycles and the effect of these on Earth

Key concepts 
• The sun/Earth/moon all have properties/locations/movements that can be observed
• The sun provides light/heat necessary to maintain the temperature of Earth. The relationship 

between the sun/earth is necessary for our survival

• Learning more helps us understand how life on earth is possible

Content vocabulary 
atoms, axis, Celsius, deflected, diatoms, energy, erosion, generators, gravity, hot spots, infrared, 
magma, magnetic field, magnetosphere, mantle, mesosphere, meteorites, molten, orbit, ozone, 
particles, photosynthesis, planet, plasma, power surge, solar flares, solar storm, solar system, solar 
wind, star, stratosphere, sunspots, telescopes, thermosphere, troposphere, ultraviolet

Text features
• Diagrams, flow chart, map, text boxes, illustrations, captions, sidebars, glossary

Reading strategy
• Synthesising information from maps, photos and diagrams

Graphic Organiser: Understanding visual information

Name/s: 
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Lesson Plan
High Up explains what life is like in high altitude places 
and how people have adapted to be able to survive in such 
harsh environments with difficult terrain. It also examines 
the impact that tourists and visitors are having on the 
environment in these regions.

Informative text types:  
Report/Argument

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU43) Adaptations of living things for particular environments

• GS (ACHASSK113) The environmental and human influences on the location and characteristics 
of a place and the management of spaces within them 

• DT (ACTDEK022) The impact of the use of materials, components, tools and equipment can be 
evaluated

• UIS (ACSHE083) How decisions are made to grow particular plants and crops depending on 
environmental conditions 

New Zealand

• LW: The key structural features and functions to the life processes of plants and animals

• LW: Patterns in the inheritance of genetic characteristics

Key concepts 
• People living in high altitude places have adapted so they are able to survive in these challenging 

conditions

• People who visit high altitude places must take precautions, so they are safe and stay well

• Too many tourists and visitors to certain high altitude places are having a negative impact on the 
environment

Content vocabulary 
acclimatised, alpine, altitude, avalanches, canyons, commercial, crevasse, crevices, dehydration, 
domesticated, ethnic, evaporates, exposure, handicrafts, highland, human traffic, humidity, hunter-
gatherers, hydrated, hypoxia, insulated, metropolis, plateaus, porters, pristine, puna grass, renowned, 
semi-nomadic, summit, sweat glands, terrain, undercoat, unique

Text features
• Diagram, captions, text boxes, sidebars, glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying the author’s purpose

Graphic Organiser: What’s the point?

Name/s: 
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Lesson Plan
How Water Shapes the Land explains the way water in rivers, and 
water in the form of glaciers create and change landforms 
such as canyons, gullies, cliffs and gorges. It discusses the fact 
that water is a precious resource that must be conserved, and 
reports on the varied strategies people are putting into place 
to do this.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• CS (ACSSU077) Different observable properties and behaviours of solids, liquids and gases

• UIS (ACSHE083) Scientific knowledge is used to solve problems and inform personal and 
community decisions 

New Zealand

• PEB: The external and internal processes that shape and change the surface features of the land

• LW: The importance of variation within a changing environment

Key concepts 
• Moving water in rivers, and moving glaciers change the shape of the land to create and change 

landforms

• Fresh water is a precious resource and needs to be managed to support the needs of a growing 
global population 

Content vocabulary 
air currents, canyons, cliffs, delta, desalination plant, droughts, fertile, floodplain, glacial ice, glaciers, 
gorges, groundwater, gullies, harvest, hydro-electricity, hydrologists, levees, moraines, reservoirs, run-
off, sea level, tributaries, valleys, volume, water vapour, weirs

Text features
• Diagrams, text boxes, sidebars, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Synthesising information

Graphic Organiser: Putting it all together

Name/s: 

List your new knowledge in the jigsaw pieces, then write statements of understanding to show how 
you have put all the information together.
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Lesson Plan
How Do Plants Survive? examines the essential needs of plants  
and reports on how various plants have adapted to survive  
when one or more of these needs is not met. It explains how 
plants reproduce and how the ability to do this is essential  
to plant survival.

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU43) Structural features and adaptations of living things assist their survival

• BS (ACSSU43) Adaptations of living things for particular environments

• ESS (ACSSU078) The role of the sun as a provider of energy for the Earth 
New Zealand

• LW:  The key structural features and functions to the life processes of plants and animals

• LW: The importance of variation within a changing environment

Key concepts 
• Plants have structures and behaviours that enable them to survive, grow and reproduce 

• Some plants have adapted so they can survive in places where one or more of their essential needs 
is limited

• Some plants can survive in locations where it is impossible for most other living things to do so

Content vocabulary 
algae, bacteria, canopy, carbon dioxide, cell, chlorophyll, competition, cross-pollination, decaying, 
dehydrate, digest, ecosystem, energy, germinate, native, nectar, nutrients, oxygen, photosynthesis, 
pollen, pollination, reproduce, roots, seeds, self-pollination, tolerate, water vapour, wilt

Text features
• Labelled diagrams, text boxes, summary table, sidebars, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Using a range of text features

Graphic Organiser: Gathering all the information

Name/s: 

Fill in the chart by identifying and studying the text features in the book, such as diagrams, text 
boxes, photographs and tables.
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Lesson Plan
Rock Snot, Cane Toads and Other Aliens reports on living things that 
have been introduced to new environments and the problems 
this has caused. The book explains how these pests have affected 
native plants and animals and disrupted the balance of the 
ecosystems they have been introduced into. It also outlines 
various strategies that are being undertaken to eradicate these 
pests and restore natural environments.

Informative text types:  
Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU43) Structural features and adaptations of living things assist their survival

• SS01.3 Sustainable patterns of living rely on the interdependence of healthy social, economic and 
ecological systems

New Zealand

• LW: The key structural features and functions to the life processes of plants. animals and  
micro-organisms

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current scientific theories and aim to collect 
evidence that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

Key concepts 
• Some introduced species become pests because they damage the ecosystem they have been 

introduced into

• Introduced plants and animals can cause native plants and animals to become endangered

• Many people work toward eradicating introduced species so as to restore the natural balance of 
ecosystems

Content vocabulary 
algae, alien, biodiversity, bounties, breeding program, captivity, competitors, conservation, 
ecosystem, endangered, eradication, erosion, extermination, extinction, facility, feral, fibre, 
flammable, germinating, introduce, invasive, larvae, microscopic, native, over-grazed, pelt, pest, 
pupae, regenerate, reintroducing, repel, repopulation, reproduce, resistant, species, sterilised,  
toxin, weed

Text features
• Text boxes, illustrations, map, sidebar, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Summarising information

Graphic Organiser: What are the big ideas?

Name/s: 

Use the headings below to summarise the main ideas. 

Buffel grass Kudzu

Rock snot Cane toads

Fire ants Burmese pythons

Rabbits and foxes Galápagos Islands

Main ideas and concepts about the topic as a whole
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Lesson Plan
Scientists believe that the wandering albatross is one of the 
most fantastic birds on Earth. They have marvelled at its 
fantastic flying feats and puzzled over how such a large bird can 
achieve them. The Wandering Albatross explores these attributes 
and discusses the threats posed by human action that may 
result in this amazing bird’s extinction.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report/Discussion

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU43) Structural features and adaptations of living things assist their survival

• SS01.3 Sustainable patterns of living rely on the interdependence of healthy social, economic and 
ecological systems

• SS01.8 Designing action for sustainability requires an evaluation of past practices, the assessment 
of scientific and technological developments, and balanced judgements based on projected future 
economic, social and environmental impacts

New Zealand

• LW:  The key structural features and functions to the life processes of plants and animals

• LW: The importance of variation within a changing environment

Key concepts 
• Living things need food and safe places to raise their young

• Physical adaptations allow animals to live in harsh environments

• Wandering albatrosses have the ability to live and thrive in one of the harshest places on Earth

• The main threats to the wandering albatross are loss of habitat and long line fishing

Content vocabulary 
acidic, air sacs, Antarctic, arduous, beak, circumnavigate, decode, deflected, digestion, down feathers, 
filter, glaciers, glide, gorges, headwind, incubate, instinctively, latitude, monitor, navigation, 
nutrients, prevailing wind, propel, receiving station, remote, satellites, streamlined,  
subantarctic, surface area, tendons, transmitters, windward

Text features
• Diagrams, illustration, maps, captions, text boxes, sidebars, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Identifying the author’s purpose

Graphic Organiser: Thinking about what the author is doing

Name/s: 
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or conclusions 
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Lesson Plan
Our Bodies looks at the systems in the human body, including 
the skeletal, nervous, circulatory, respiratory and digestive 
systems. It also examines the structure and purpose of teeth, 
skin, hair, nails and the body’s senses.

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation/Recount

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• NDS (ACSHE061) Ways in which scientists gather evidence for their ideas and develop 
explanations

• UIS (ACSHEO62) Science knowledge helps people to understand the effect of their actions
New Zealand

• LW: The key structural features and functions to the life processes of plants and animals

Key concepts 
• The body has different systems that have specific roles

• The body’s systems work together to keep a person healthy

• Bodies need fuel to convert into energy for the body to use

Content vocabulary 
arteries, carbon dio xide, cartilage, cells, dermis, digestive system, energy, epidermis, gallbladder, 
gastric juices, glands, hormones, joints, keratin, lens, liver, muscle, nervous system, nutrients, optic 
nerve, organ, oxygen, pancreas, pulse, pupil, respiratory system, retina, saliva, skeleton, tendon, 
trachea, veins 

Text features
• Diagrams, tables, text boxes, illustrations, sidebars, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Synthesising visual and written information

Graphic Organiser: Using all the information on the page

Name/s: 

Words Photos Illustrations Diagrams 
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Lesson Plan
Guiding Lights traces the history of lighthouses, outlining 
the various techniques that have been used over time to 
produce light that warns ships of dangerous coastlines and 
other hazards. It examines the main inventions and design 
improvements that have seen the development of lighthouses 
from simple bonfires on a hill, to the modern automated electric 
systems we see today. 

Informative text types:  
Report/Factual recount/Explanation

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• PS (ACSSU080) Light from a source forms shadows and can be absorbed, reflected and refracted

• PS (ACSSU080) Uses of mirrors in reflecting light

• PS (ACSSU080) Refraction of light at the surfaces of different materials

•  DT (ACTDEK022) The impact of the use of materials, components, tools and equipment can be 
evaluated

New Zealand

• PW: Trends and relationships in physical phenomena in the areas of mechanics, electricity, heat, 
light and waves

• NS: Working scientifically is complex and involves multiple variables

Key concepts 
• Lighthouses aim to warn ships of hazards and guide them safely as they come close to coastlines

• Lighthouses have changed over time as new inventions and modern technology have been 
incorporated into their design

Content vocabulary 
aground, authenticated, automated, braziers, buoy, cargo, cemented, coastlines, design, extinguished, 
feeble, Fresnel lens, gale-force, harbour, hazards, illumination, lighthouse, lighthouse keeper, 
lightship, mortar, navigation, ports, principles, prism, reef, shipwrecks, solar-powered batteries, trade

Text features
• Labelled map, time line, logbook extract, sidebars, illustrations, photographs, text boxes, captions, 

glossary

Reading strategy
• Synthesising written text and a time line

Graphic Organiser: Putting it all together!

Name/s: 

Trace the history of lighthouses by writing about their developments in the order that they evolved. 
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Lesson Plan
Sharing the Environment explores how the needs of people are 
often in conflict with the needs of animals living in their 
natural habitat. 

Informative text types:  
Recount/Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• SS01.2 All life forms, including human life, are connected through ecosystems on which they 
depend for their wellbeing

• SS01.8 Designing action for sustainability requires an evaluation of past practices, the assessment 
of scientific and technological developments, and balanced judgements based on projected future 
economic, social and environmental impacts 

• UIS (ACSHE083) Scientific knowledge is used to predict possible effects of human and other 
activity and to develop management plans or alternative technologies that minimise these effects

New Zealand

• LW: The impact of natural events and human actions on an ecosystem

• LW: The importance of variation within a changing environment

Key concepts 
• Human activity has impacted severely on some animal habitats

• Living things depend on each other and the environment

• Many individuals, groups and organisations have developed environments to save animals 
from extinction

Content vocabulary 
captive breeding, captivity, conservation, coral reefs, ecosystem, ecotourism, endangered, erodes, 
extinct, habitat, hatchlings, irrigation, larvae, lobbied, mammals, mangrove forests, marine, nature 
reserves, pelts, pesticides, population, predators, prey, reforesting, refuges, sanctuaries, species, 
territory, vegetation, vulnerable, World Heritage sites

Text features
• Labelled diagram, maps, poster, newspaper report, personal recounts, table, text boxes, sidebars, 

glossary 

Reading strategy
• Identifying the author’s perspective

Graphic Organiser: From the author’s perspective …

Name/s: 
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Issue What is the author’s view? What makes you think this?
List examples of the use of facts, statistics, 
strong, emotive language and images etc.

Loss of 
forest 
habitats

Loss of 
grassland 
habitats

Loss of 
coastal 
and marine 
habitats
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Lesson Plan
Everything Moves explores how the laws of motion are seen in 
everyday events such as kicking a ball, sledding, sailing and roller-
coasting. The book focuses on how contact and non-contact 
forces lead to movement and how this movement interacts with 
the force of gravity and the effects of friction. It also introduces 
magnetism.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• PS (ACSSU76) Forces can be exerted by one object on another

• PS (ACSSU76) Effect of friction on different surfaces

• PS (ACUSSU76) Effect of forces on the behaviour of an object
New Zealand

• PW: The patterns associated with physical phenomena found in everyday situations involving 
movement, forces, electricity and magnetism, light, sound, waves and heat

• PW: The effect of forces (contact and non-contact) on the motion of objects

Key concepts 
• All movement happens because of the application of a force

• Gravity is a force that exists between all things

• Pushes and pulls must overcome gravity and friction to move objects

Content vocabulary 
acting, cancel, combined, energy, exert, forces, friction, glide, gravity, hulls, invisible, laws of nature, 
movement, plunge, pull, push, rubbing, sledding, slide, smooth, suspense 

Text features
• Text boxes, captions, sidebar, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Using a range of word-solving strategies 

Graphic Organiser: Unlocking words

Name/s: 

As you read, notice any words that you don’t know, are unsure of, or need to think about. Practise 
using word-solving strategies to learn these words.
After reading, check the word’s meaning in a dictionary.
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Word-solving strategies I used (check one or more)

Word I didn’t 
know or was 
unsure of

Reread and/or 
summarised

Thought about 
what would 
make sense

Checked the 
letters or letter 
chunks

Used glossary, 
pictures 
or other 
information on 
the page

Linked to a 
word I knew

(list the word)

Other

(list what you 
did)
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Lesson Plan
Animals and their Ancestors explains the ways in which animals have 
evolved over time as their environments have changed. It outlines 
examples of animals that have changed their bodies and/or their 
behaviours so that they are able to continue to survive.

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU72) Observations of living things as they move through their life cycles 

• BS (ACSSU72) Differences between living, once living and products of living things 

• BS (ACSSU73) Living things depend on each other and the environment
New Zealand

• LW: The basic process by which genetic information is passed from one generation to another

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current science theories and aim to collect evidence 
that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

Key concepts 
• Animals have evolved over time and changed their features and/or behaviours as their 

environment has changed

• Most changes have taken millions of years, but some animals have changed quickly

• Some animals have not needed to adapt; they have stayed the same

Content vocabulary 
adaptation, ancestor, ancient, evolved, extinct, fossil, habitat, life cycle, molluscs, predators, 
scavenges, species 

Text features
• Text boxes, time line, table, map, diagram, captions, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Identifying cause and effect 

Graphic Organiser: Cause and effect

Name/s: 

Think about why animals changed (cause) and how they changed (effect). 
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Cause
Why did the animal change?

Effect
How did the animal change?
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Lesson Plan
Wild, Wild Weather examines wild weather such as hurricanes, 
thunderstorms and heat waves. It includes an interview with 
a meteorologist storm chaser, accounts of people who have 
survived different types of wild weather, as well as safety advice. 

Informative text types:  
Report/Recount/Explanation/Procedure/Discussion

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• ESS (ACSSU075) Earth’s surface changes over time as a result of natural process and human 
activity

• ESS (ACSSU075) Effects of flood and extreme weather on the landscape
New Zealand

• PW: The patterns associated with physical phenomena found in everyday situations involving 
movement, forces, electricity and magnetism, light, sound, waves and heat

• PE: The nature of the water cycle and its effect on climate

Key concepts 
• Understanding that the earth’s weather can be violent and destructive

• Wild weather events can have devastating effects on people’s lives

• Accurately predicting extreme weather events is crucial to the safety and wellbeing of people

• When wild weather is likely, people need to know what to do to stay safe

Content vocabulary 
air pressure, anticlockwise, bushfire, clockwise, cyclone, disoriented, evacuate, flash flood, freezing 
rain, frostbite, heat wave, humidity, hurricane, hypothermia, inundate, landslide, meteorologist, 
mud slide, sandstorm, simoom, static electricity, storm surge, thunderstorm, tidal waves, tornado, 
torrential, typhoon

Text features
• Satellite photographs, experiments, maps, tables, lists, newspaper reports, text boxes, sidebars, 

glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying similarities and differences in information

Graphic Organiser: Compare the weather

Name/s: 
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Type of weather Facts Similarities to other 
wild weather

Differences from 
other wild weather

Hurricane/cyclone

Tornado

Flood

Thunderstorm

Sandstorm

Heat wave
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Lesson Plan
Solving Problems: Dams, Bridges and Canals outlines the history and 
characteristics of these structures. It explores great engineering 
feats such as the building of the Panama Canal. The book also 
discusses the positive and negative impacts that dams, bridges 
and canals have on people and the environment.

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation/Factual recount/Discussion/Arguments

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• CS (ACSSU074) Uses of materials based on their properties 

• ESS (ACSSU075) Earth’s surface changes over time as a result of natural process and human 
activity

• ESS (ACSSU075) Effects of flood and extreme weather on the landscape

•  UIS (ACSHE062) Science knowledge helps people to understand the effect of their actions
New Zealand

• NTTK: Materials are selected based on desired performance criteria

• PW: The properties of different groups of substances are linked to the way they are used in society 
or occur in nature

Key concepts 
• Dams, bridges and canals are structures that help people in various ways

• Some dams, bridges and canals are complex structures that take years to design and build

• Dams, bridges and canals have improved the way people live but they can sometimes have negative 
impacts on people and the environment

Content vocabulary 
channel, construction site, damming, design, drought, engineer, fumigated, habitat, hydroelectricity, 
irrigation, lock, momentum, redirect, reservoirs, span, stagnant, structure, suspension, truss 

Text features
• Tables, labelled diagrams, map, text boxes, glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying key information

Graphic Organiser: What’s the point?

Name/s: 
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Lesson Plan
Nature’s Rooming House describes the trees that grow in various 
ecosystems and the range of living things that depend on them. 
The book explains how the trees survive in each ecosystem and 
highlights the roles they play in creating a balanced and thriving 
environment.

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU73) Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive  

• BS (ACSSU73) Plants provide shelter for animals 

• BS (ACSSU73) Roles of producers, consumers and decomposers in a habitat
New Zealand

• LW: The interdependence of living things in an ecosystem

• LW: The key structural features and functions involved in the life processes of plants and animals

Key concepts 
• Trees and large plants provide many animals with food, shelter, protection and a place to breed

• Different ecosystems have different types of trees and large plants

• Trees and large plants play an important role in a thriving ecosystem

Content vocabulary 
adapted, algae, bacteria, canopy, carnivores, cavity, community, coastal ecosystem, decomposing, 
ecosystem, forage, herbivores, introduced, larvae, nectar, nutrients, omnivores, organisms, periscopes, 
pollen, pollinators, predators, prey, reproduce, scar tissue, species, sub-tropical, talons, teeming, 
tides, tissue, tropical, wetlands

Text features
• Labelled photographs, captions, sidebars, photographic diagram, text boxes, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Summarising information

Graphic Organiser: Who lives there?

Name/s: 

Summarise the information in Nature’s Rooming House by listing information in the table. 
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Type of tree/s or plant/s
Why are they important? 
How do they survive? 

Living things 
How do they survive here? 
How do they use the tree/s or plant/s?

Coastal 
ecosystems

Desert 
ecosystems

Tropical 
rainforest 
ecosystems
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Lesson Plan
Adventures in Wild Places explores how harsh environments 
provide challenges for people and how they test the strength 
and endurance of those who visit.

Informative text types:  
Report/Discussion/Interview

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• GS (ACHASSK088) The importance of environments, including natural vegetation, to animals 
and people

• DT (ACTDEK013) Suitability of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment for 
particular purposes

• UIS (ACSHE062) People such as clothing designers, builders or engineers use science to select 
appropriate materials for their work

New Zealand

• NTTK: Materials are selected based on desired performance criteria

Key concepts 
• Some environments are so harsh that it is difficult for people to live there long term

• Some people challenge themselves to adapt to and survive in harsh environments, so they can visit 
and experience these places

Content vocabulary 
adrenalin, air pressure, altitude, avalanche, belaying, blizzard, buoyant, chambers, crevasses, 
dehydration, dysentery, expedition, fatigue, frostbite, fungus, glacier, granite, hazards, hypothermia, 
itinerary, monolith, moonscapes, nylon, oxygen, paralysed, Sherpa, stagnant water, submersibles, 
summit, symptoms, trek, trekking, trenches, World Heritage site 

Text features
• Labelled diagrams, map, table (data chart), text boxes, photographic descriptions, sidebars, glossary

Reading strategy
• Using knowledge of text structure

Graphic Organiser: Knowing your text types

Name/s: 
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Text type Text structure and features
What does it look like?

Information in the text
What did you learn?

Chapter 2
Report
(pp 6–11)

Chapter 3
Discussion
(p 15)

Chapter 5
Interview
(pp 22–23)

Chapter 6
Table
(pp 26–27)

Chapter 7
Newspaper report
(p 30)
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Lesson Plan
It’s All About Energy compares the consequences of using non-
renewable and renewable energy sources and focuses on the 
environmental impacts of each. It provides information about 
how individuals might reduce the impact of their own energy 
consumption.

Informative text types:  
Explanations/Reports/Case studies

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• CS (ACSSU074) Nature and uses of common materials 

• CS (ACSSU074) Uses of materials based on their properties 

• DT (ACTDEK013) Suitability of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment for 
particular purposes

• UIS (ACSHE062) Science knowledge helps people to understand the effect of their actions
New Zealand

• PW: The patterns associated with physical phenomena found in everyday situations involving 
movement, forces, electricity and magnetism, light, sound, waves and heat

• PW: The properties of different groups of substances are linked to the way they are used in society 
or occur in nature

Key concepts 
• Electricity can be generated using a range of energy sources

• Some energy sources are fossil-based and not renewable 

• The use of fossil-based fuels has harmful consequences for the environment

• Alternative energy sources such as solar, wind, geothermal, and water power are renewable and not 
harmful to the environment

Content vocabulary 
acid rain, asthma, atmosphere, carbon, carbon dioxide, climate, coal, ecosystem, electricity, 
energy, environment, erodes, fossil fuels, generate, geothermal, global warming, greenhouse gases, 
hydro-electricity, ice caps, natural gas, non-renewable, oil, oxygen, petroleum, pollute, power grid, 
renewable, sea levels, smog, solar, sun, turbines, water, wind farm

Text features
• Diagrams, captions, text boxes, sidebar, graphs, table, glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying the author’s perspective

Graphic Organiser: Tuning into the author’s perspective

Name/s: 
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Lesson Plan
Shells on their Backs outlines the similarities and differences 
between turtles and tortoises. It examines various types 
of turtles and tortoises and their features and behaviours. 
The book also explains why some turtles and tortoises are 
endangered and what is being done to help them survive.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU73) Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive 

• GS (ACHASSK088) The importance of environments, including natural vegetation, to animals 
and people

• NDS (ACSHE061) Ways in which scientists gather evidence for their ideas and develop 
explanations

• UIS (ACSHE062) Science has contributed to a discussion about an issue such as loss of habitat 
for living things (human activity)

New Zealand

• LW: The key structural features and functions involved in the life processes of plants and animals

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current science theories and aim to collect evidence 
that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

Key concepts 
• Turtles and tortoises are reptiles that have many things in common, but are also different in 

several distinct ways

• Turtles and tortoises have well-developed structures and behaviours that have allowed them to 
survive all around the world for millions of years

• Today, many turtle and tortoise species are at risk of extinction

Content vocabulary 
atoll, carapace, carnivores, clutches, cold-blooded, commercial fishing, conservation, crustaceans, 
evaporation, foraging, gender, GPS, herbivores, hibernation, incubate, juvenile, microchip, nesting 
sites, omnivores, predators, replenished, reptiles, scutes 

Text features
• Maps, tables, labelled photograph, sidebars, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Identifying the text features authors use to identify and compare similarities and  

differences in information

Graphic Organiser: Turtle or tortoise?

Name/s: 

Comparing information about turtles and tortoises 
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Lesson Plan
How Animals Communicate explores the different ways that 
animals communicate with members of their own species 
and other species. 

Informative text types:  
Discussion/Explanation/Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU73) Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive 

• BS (ACSSU73) Interactions between living things may be competitive or mutually beneficial 
New Zealand

• LW: The key structural features and functions involved in the life processes of plants and animals

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current science theories and aim to collect evidence 
that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

Key concepts 
• Animals have means of communicating with members of their own species and other species

• The behaviour of individual organisms is influenced by internal cues (e.g. hunger) and external 
cues (e.g. environment changes)

• Humans and other organisms have senses to detect these cues

Content vocabulary 
body language, cells, colony, complex, dominant, fertilise, habitat, hide, language, mottled, predator, 
socialise, species, territories, zoologist

Text features
• Diagrams, fact files, lists, speech bubbles, tables, text boxes, sidebars, glossary

Reading strategy
• Interpreting tables

Graphic Organiser: Interpreting tables

Name/s: 
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Lesson Plan
Our Moving Earth explains how the movement of the earth’s 
crust can cause natural disasters such as earthquakes, 
tsunamis and volcanoes, and it discusses the impact that 
these events can have. The book also explores how the 
movement of the earth constructs and changes landforms.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• ESS (ACSSU075) Earth’s surface changes over time as a result of natural process and human 
activity

• ESS (ACSSU075) Rocks and fossils show evidence of changes in Earth’s surface features 

• ESS (ACSSU075) Natural processes create changed or different landforms
New Zealand

• PEB: The composition structures and features of the geosphere, hydrosphere and atmosphere

• PW: The effect of forces (contact and non-contact) on the motion of objects

Key concepts 
• Movement of the earth’s crust can change the earth’s surface and create new landforms

• Movement of the earth’s crust can cause natural hazards that have a great impact on people

• Certain parts of the world are more susceptible to natural disasters than others

Content vocabulary 
aftershock, ancient, atmosphere, avalanche, calderas, continents, core, crust, dormant, earthquake, 
earthquake engineer, eruption, fault lines, geologist, geothermal, geyser, hazards, lava, magma, 
magnitude, mantle, plates, Richter scale, tremors, tsunami

Text features
• Diagrams, table, newspaper article, maps, time line, sidebars, text boxes, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Interpreting graphic devices

Graphic Organiser: Interpreting graphic devices

Name/s: 
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(page number/s)

What did you learn?
Identify the maps, diagrams, data table and time line. Study each, think 
about what it means and write what you learned.

Maps

Diagrams

Data table, 
pages 12–13

Time line, 
pages 28–29
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Lesson Plan
Living With the Tides explores tidal habitats and describes the 
plants and animals that live there and how they survive. It 
also discusses the threats faced by this fragile environment, 
and how we can all help to keep these areas clean and healthy.

Informative text types:  
Report/Procedure

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU73) Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive  

• BS (ACSSU73) Plants provide shelter for animals 

• GS (ACHASSK088) The importance of environments, including natural vegetation, to animals 
and people

• UIS (ACSHE062) Science has contributed to a discussion about an issue such as loss of habitat 
for living things  (human activity)

New Zealand

• LW: The interdependence of living things in an ecosystem

• LW: The key structural features and functions involved in the life processes of plants and animals

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current science theories and aim to collect evidence 
that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

Key concepts 
• Tidal environments are areas of land between the high and low tides in coastal areas 

• Plants and animals that live in tidal habitats have adapted to survive in this environment

• Tidal environments can be damaged by nature and by people

Content vocabulary 
brackish, bulrush, depressions, ecosystem, estuary, fluke, holdfast, mangrove, migratory, mudflats, 
phytoplankton, sedge, sediment, submerge, terrapin, tidal zone, tsunami 

Text features
• Diagrams, text boxes, map, sidebars, captions, illustrations, glossary

Reading strategy
• Synthesising information in a diagram

Graphic Organiser: Synthesising diagrams – putting all the pieces together

Name/s: 

Think about what you have read, what you already know and the information in the diagram. 
Write about what each diagram means.
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Lesson Plan
The Salmon Stream presents a case study of two species of 
animals, brown bears and salmon, in the one habitat – a 
salmon stream. It describes how they benefit each other and 
the habitat in which they live.

Informative text types:  
Argument/Explanation/Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU43) Structural features and adaptations of living things assist their survival

• SS01.2 All life forms, including human life, are connected through ecosystems on which they 
depend for their wellbeing

New Zealand

• LW: The interdependence of living things in an ecosystem

• LW: The key structural features and functions involved in the life processes of plants and animals 

Key concepts 
• An ecosystem is a whole community of living things that depend on each other for survival

• Tourism needs to be managed to lessen the human impact on wilderness areas

Content vocabulary 
adapted, camouflaged, current, defecate, ecosystem, embryo, environmentalist, fertilises, fry, 
generation, hibernating, incubation, mature, migrate, nitrogen, nutrients, plankton, predators, 
rapids, reproduce, salmon runs, solitary, spawning grounds, species, urinate 

Text features
• Labelled diagrams, map, poster, time lines, table, sidebars, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Synthesising information from written and visual text

Graphic Organiser: More than words …

Name/s: 

Find examples of different graphic devices in the book (labelled diagrams, maps, tables etc.). Record each type and the 
page it is on. Record information found in the text and information in the graphic. 
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Graphic device What did you learn from the 
text?

Write one or two points 

What new or different 
information did you learn 
from the graphic?

Write one or two points

Type of graphic:
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Lesson Plan
Insects on the Move explores the journeys of some amazing  
insects – monarch butterflies, globe skimmer dragonflies  
and bogong moths.

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU72) Observations of living things as they move through their life cycles 

• BS (ACSSU72) Stages of life cycles of different living things 

• BS (ACSSU73) Plants provide shelter for animals

• NDS (ACHSHE061) Science involves making predictions and describing patterns and 
relationships

New Zealand

• LW: The interdependence of living things in an ecosystem

• LW: The key structural features and functions involved in the life processes of plants and animals

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current science theories and aim to collect evidence 
that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

Key concepts 
• Animals migrate for many reasons. Most migrate to find food, warmth or more liveable conditions

• Some insects can travel thousands of kilometres when they migrate

• Scientists have unanswered questions about some animal migrations

Content vocabulary 
bogong moths, breeding, caterpillar, chrysalis, cluster, cycle, dependent, dragonflies, eggs, emerge, 
generation, globe skimmers, hibernation, larvae, mate, migration, milkweeds, monarch, moulting, 
nectar, pupa, reproduce

Text features
• Diagrams, flowchart, graphs, maps, text boxes, sidebars, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Interpreting maps using keys

Graphic Organiser: Where do they go?

Name/s: 

Using maps to record information

On this map, record the things you learned about the monarch butterflies’ migration. Include information about what 
happens in each place and why it is important.
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Lesson Plan
Animal Architects explores how and why burrowing animals, 
such as wombats, prairie dogs, beavers, spiders and snakes, 
build structures underground for shelter, to raise their 
young, to store food, and to catch food.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU73) Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive  

• CS (ACSSU074) Nature and uses of common materials 

• CS (ACSSU074) Uses of materials based on their properties 

• GS (ACHASSK088) The importance of environments, including natural vegetation, to animals 
and people

New Zealand

• LW: The key structural features and functions involved in the life processes of plants and animals

• PW: The properties of different groups of substances are linked to the way they are used in society 
or occur in nature

Key concepts 
• Animals work in different ways to construct and maintain their homes/shelters and to remain safe 

Content vocabulary 
ambush, architects, build, burrows, chamber, colonies, dam, design, earth movers, fertilise, 
foundations, fungus, gnaw, hibernating, hind, lodges, moat, mound, predators, prey, regurgitate, 
rodents, saliva, sedges, solitary, species, stalk, stout, structures, towns, tunnels, turret, vent, 
ventilation shaft 

Text features
• Diagrams, text boxes, sidebars, captions, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Asking and answering questions

Graphic Organiser: Posing and answering questions

Name/s: 

What questions do you have about how and why animals build underground structures?

1  

2  

3  

My questions Answers in the book Further questions

Wombats

Prairie dogs

Beavers

Termites

Spiders

Snakes
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Lesson Plan
Talented Animals explains the ways that some animals use their 
specific tools and talents to move, communicate and find food. 
The animals described in this book have individual features 
that help them live in their distinct habitats.

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU73) Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive  

• GS (ACHASSK088) The importance of environments, including natural vegetation, to animals 
and people

New Zealand

• LW: The key structural features and functions involved in the life processes of plants and animals

Key concepts 
• Animals come in many different shapes and sizes, and they have different talents and skills

• Animals’ special characteristics help them survive in their environment

Content vocabulary 
adapted, chisel, colonies, echolocation, heat sensors, hind limbs, larvae, mating ritual, migrate, 
paralyse, prey, reproduce, senses, snout, species, survival, swim bladder, vertebrae

Text features
• Tables, map, text boxes, sidebars, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Interpreting tables

Graphic Organiser: Turning the tables

Name/s: 

Part 1: View each table. Think about the information and what it means. List three factual 
statements about that information. 
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How fast can they run? 
Table on page 8

How far can they jump? 
Table on page 11

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Fast flyers 
Table on page 13

How fast can they swim? 
Table on page 15

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Part 2: On a piece of paper, create a table using information in the “A bird’s-eye view” box on 
page 17. Hint: use the headings “Birds” and “Sight facts”.

Part 3: On another piece of paper, create a table using the information about birds’ beaks and their 
purposes on pages 26 and 27.
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Lesson Plan
Amazing Animal Survivors discusses the ways that animals adapt to 
survive in harsh environments such as places with extreme heat 
or cold, and places where there is a lot of competition for food. 
It also outlines how well-developed senses allow some animals 
to live in dark places and how some animals protect themselves 
from predators.  

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU73) Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive

• BS (ACSSU73) Interactions between living things may be competitive or mutually beneficial
New Zealand

• LW: The key structural features and functions involved in the life processes of plants and animals

• LW: The interdependence of living things in an ecosystem

Key concepts 
• Animals adapt and change to survive

• Some animals have adapted to live in harsh environments and in places where there is high 
competition for food

• Some animals have highly developed senses that help them to survive

• Some animals have developed bodies or behaviours to protect themselves from predators

Content vocabulary 
altitudes, camouflage, competition, hibernation, life cycle, lowland, nostrils, oxygen, predators, 
pressure, prey, thaw, vocal cords  

Text features
• Table, text boxes, captions, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Predicting using photos and prior knowledge 

Graphic Organiser: Building on your knowledge

Name/s: 
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Focus My predictions
What do you already know?
What do the photos tell you?

My new learnings
What new or different information did 
you find out?

Chapter 1
Surviving in 
harsh places

Before I read, I thought … Now, I know …

Chapter 2
Surviving in 
forests and 
grasslands

Before I read, I thought … Now, I know …

Chapter 3
Hunting in 
the dark

Before I read, I thought … Now, I know …

Chapter 4
Protecting 
themselves

Before I read, I thought … Now, I know …
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Lesson Plan
Animal Shelters explores the types of shelters that animals use to 
help them survive. It looks at reasons why animals need shelters, 
the tools they use to build their shelters and the different types 
of shelters they use. 

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation/Recount

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU73) Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive  

• GS (ACHASSK088) The importance of environments, including natural vegetation, to animals 
and people

New Zealand

• LW: The key structural features and functions involved in the life processes of plants and animals

Key concepts 
• Different animals found in different habitats have particular adaptations that help them to live in 

those habitats

• Different animals found in different habitats are suited to their environments

Content vocabulary 
absorbent, bind, biologist, chamber, code, colony, compost, dormant, excavate, hatchlings, incubate, 
lagoon, larvae, lightweight, lodge, marsupial, network, offspring, pollen, predators, snowdrift, 
spiderlings, weave

Text features
• Labelled diagram, text boxes, compare and contrast table, lists, recount log, design brief, sidebars, 

glossary

Reading strategy
• Comparing and contrasting

Graphic Organiser: What’s the same? What’s different?

Name/s: 

Choose two animals for each heading to compare and contrast. 
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Animals that build shelters

             

Animals that dig shelters

             

Animals that take their shelters with them

             

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™
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Lesson Plan
Awesome Oceans explores facts about the oceans on our planet. 
It looks at the creatures that live in the oceans, where they live, 
how we are exploring our oceans, and how we are looking after 
our oceans. 

Informative text types:  
Report/Recount/Explanation/Discussion/Timeline

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU73) Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive 

• GS (ACHASSK090) The use and management of natural resources and waste, and the different 
views on how to do this sustainably

• SS01.4 World views recognise the dependence of living things on healthy ecosystems, and value 
diversity and social justice

New Zealand

• LW: The interdependence of living things in an ecosystem

• PW: The patterns associated with physical phenomena found in everyday situations involving 
movement, forces, electricity and magnetism, light, sound, waves and heat

Key concepts 
• The oceans of the world are vital to all life on Earth

• Many animals live together in the ocean

Content vocabulary 
baleen, bathyscaphe, bathysphere, camouflage, commercial fishing, drift net fishing, Earth Summit, 
habitat, immune, marine, oceanographer, predators, prosecute, recreational fishing, school, species, 
submersible, symbiotic relationship, terrain, trench, tsunami, water pressure

Text features
• Diagrams, experiments, flowcharts, maps, newspaper report, speech bubbles, tables, time line, text 

boxes, sidebars, glossary

Reading strategy
• Synthesising information from maps and charts

Graphic Organiser: Information intention

Name/s: 
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Page Text feature Information conveyed by this 
text feature

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™
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Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
Busy Highways explains how and why some animals make 
incredible migratory journeys. It provides a detailed example  
of an air, a sea and a land migration.

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• BS (ACSSU44) Living things can be grouped on basis of observable features and distinguished 
from non-living things

• SS01.2 All life forms, including human life, are connected through ecosystems on which they 
depend for their wellbeing

• NDS (ACSHE050) Patterns, change and events in our environment

New Zealand

• LW: There are life processes common to all living things and that these occur in different ways 

• LW: How living things are suited to their particular habitat and how they respond to 
environmental changes, both natural and human-induced 

• LW: Plants, animals, and other living things can be grouped into science-based classifications

• NS: Scientists work together and provide evidence to support their ideas 

Key concepts 
• Some animals migrate long distances to feed, to raise their young, or to find better weather, and 

then they return to the place where they began their journey

• Animals can migrate through the air, in the water and across the land

• Most animals migrate in groups

Content vocabulary 
air currents, atmosphere, expel, flyway, forbs, formation, gorge, gruelling, hemisphere, juveniles, 
migration, navigate, pod, predators, prey, probe, propel, route, vegetation

Text features
• Maps, tables, diagrams, sidebars, text boxes,  glossary 

Reading strategy
• Interpreting maps 

Graphic Organiser: What’s in a map?

Name/s: 

View the maps listed and record the information each one contains.
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Map Information it contains
Page 7

Page 8

Page 15

Use the information in chapter 3 to visually show the journey of the pronghorn antelope. Include the 
route, distance, time and the reasons for the journey.
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Lesson Plan
The Coral Reef is about the interdependence of a range of living 
things that inhabit coral reefs. It explores symbiotic and 
predator/prey relationships, as well as human impact. 

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report/Argument/Report/Diary  

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• BS (ACSSU44) Living things can be grouped on basis of observable features and distinguished 
from non-living things

• SS01.2 All life forms, including human life, are connected through ecosystems on which they 
depend for their wellbeing

• NDS (ACSHE050) Change and events in our environment

• UIS (ACSHE051) Science knowledge helps people to understand the effect of their actions 

New Zealand

• LW: How living things are suited to their particular habitat and how they respond to 
environmental changes, both natural and human-induced 

• LW: Plants, animals, and other living things can be grouped into science-based classifications 

• NS: Scientists work together and provide evidence to support their ideas 

Key concepts 
• Coral reefs are fragile environments, home to thousands of sea creatures and some of the most 

complex habitats on Earth

• Despite their size, coral reefs are fragile environments

Content vocabulary 
algae, biodegradable, colonies, current, fragile, global warming, habitat, inhabitant, marine, marine 
park, microscopic, polyp, scavenger, scuba, sieve, snorkelling, tropical, zooplankton 

Text features
• Case study, diagrams, food web, map, question and answer, tables, text boxes, glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying the main idea 

Graphic Organiser: What is the main idea?

Name/s: 

Chapter        
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Supporting idea

Supporting idea

Supporting idea

Supporting idea

Main idea                                

© 2019 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. This work is protected by copyright law, and under 
international copyright conventions, applicable in the jurisdictions in which it is 
published. The trademark “Flying Start to Literacy” and Star device is a registered 
trademark of EC Licensing Pty Ltd in Australia and New Zealand. The trademark 
“WorldWise Content-based Learning” and Star device is owned by EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

In addition to certain rights under applicable copyright law to copy parts of this work, 
the purchaser may make copies of those sections of this work displaying the footnote: 
“© 2019 EC Licensing Pty Ltd”, provided that: (a) the number of copies made does not 
exceed the number reasonably required by the purchaser for its teaching purposes;  
(b) those copies are only made by means of photocopying and are not further copied  
or stored or transmitted by any means; (c) those copies are not sold, hired, lent or 
offered for sale, hire or loan; and (d) every copy made clearly shows the footnote 
copyright notice.

All other rights reserved.

Developed by  
Eleanor Curtain Publishing

Text: Kerrie Shanahan, Jenny Feely 
Consultants: Linda Hoyt, Lyn Reggett 
Designed by Derek Schneider  
Printed in China through  
Colorcraft Ltd, Hong Kong  

Distribution details: 
www.ecpublishing.com.au/contact-us

More information:
www.WorldWiseReading.com.au 
www.ecpublishing.com.au

Fluent Plus 
reading stage
Level O (27–28)

WW AUS LP GR3 Coral Reef.indd   1-2 10/25/18   11:13 AM

Report, 
Explanation, 

Argument

Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
Bicycles by Design explores the history of the bicycle from its 
inception to current times. The book focuses on design, materials 
used, usage and social impact. Improvements to safety are also 
discussed. 

Informative text types:  
Historic report/Explanation 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• DT (ACTDEK013) Suitability of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment for 
particular purposes

• UIS (ACSHE051) Science knowledge helps people to understand the effect of their actions

New Zealand

• MW: The characteristic chemical and physical properties of a range of different materials 

• NTTK:  The relationship between the materials used and their performance properties in 
technological products

Key concepts 
• Bicycles were invented to meet demands for transportation

• Innovations in bicycle design, materials used and safety equipment have made bicycles faster, 
lighter and easier to ride

• Bicycles have enabled people all over the world to be independent, to keep fit, to have fun, and to 
work more efficiently

• Bicycles will continue to develop and evolve

Content vocabulary 
atmosphere, balance, bicycle, bloomers, boneshaker, brakes, design, emancipate, eruption, gears, 
hobbyhorse, manufacturer, pedals, pedestrians, penny-farthing, recumbent, reflective, shock 
absorbers, steer, terrain

Text features
• Illustrations, table, text boxes, sidebars, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Summarising information

Graphic Organiser: Learning to summarise

Name/s: 

Introduction 
Main idea 

Important details 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

Summary (in one sentence) 

Chapter 1
Main idea 

Important details 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

Chapter summary (in one sentence) 

Chapter 2
Main idea 

Important details 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

Chapter summary (in one sentence) 

Chapter 3
Main idea 

Important details 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

Chapter summary (in one sentence) 

Conclusion
Main idea 

Important details 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

Summary (in one sentence)  
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Lesson Plan
That’s a Good Idea! provides information about inventions 
that have changed the way we live. The book explores 
technologies that have been around for hundreds of 
years as well as modern inventions.

Informative text types:  
Report/Time line/Procedure/Recount/Explanation

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• CS (ACSSU074) Nature and uses of common materials 

• CS (ACSSU074) Uses of materials based on their properties 

• DT (ACTDEK013) Suitability of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment for 
particular purposes 

New Zealand

• MW: The characteristic chemical and physical properties of a range of different materials 

• MW: Chemical and physical properties of a range of different materials, technological uses  
and natural processes

Key concepts 
• There is a difference between an invention and a discovery

• An invention is a new idea or way of making or doing something 

• A discovery is finding something that no one has known about before 

• Inventions change over time

Content vocabulary 
astronaut, burr, chariot, discoveries, dugout, invention, inventor, machines, model, orbit, patent, 
pole, preserve, prototype, tools, Viking 

Text features
• Diagrams, illustrations, time line, text boxes, sidebars, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Connecting to personal experiences

Graphic Organiser: Making connections

Name/s: 

How do inventions impact on your life? 
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Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Invention
(Include any interesting facts you 
have learned about this invention)

The problem this invention 
solves

How this invention impacts 
on your life

Fluent Plus 
reading stage
Level O (27–28)
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Lesson Plan
Plants: The Key to Life explains the importance of plants for human 
survival and reports on the many ways we use them. It discusses 
the various reasons why plants are disappearing and describes 
some of the impacts this is having. The book also outlines actions 
that people are taking to protect plants and replant the land. 

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• BS (ACSSU44) Living things can be grouped on basis of observable features and distinguished 
from non-living things

• BS (ACSSU44) Characteristics of living things such as growing, moving, sensitivity and reproducing

• DT (ACTDEK012) Food and fibre production and technologies in modern and traditional societies

• UIS (ACSHE051) Science knowledge helps people to understand the effect of their actions 
New Zealand

• LW: There are life processes common to all living things and that these occur in different ways 

• LW: How living things are suited to their particular habitat and how they respond to environmental 
changes, both natural and human-induced 

• LW: Groups of living things in our world have changed over long periods

Key concepts 
• Plants are essential for animals and people to survive

• Many native plants are diminishing in number

• Replanting programs and other actions are being undertaken to protect plants and restore vegetation

Content vocabulary 
absorb, carbon dioxide, endangered, energy, food chain, grasslands, laboratory, locusts, native, 
oxygen, pests, starch, transpiration, vapour, vegetation, wetlands 

Text features
• Diagrams, tables, text boxes, sidebars, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Interpreting diagrams, tables and photos

Graphic Organiser: What does that mean?

Name/s: 

Interpreting diagrams, tables and photographs 

WorldWise Lesson Plan Plants: The Key to Life  © 2019 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Type of visual/ 
page number

Explain what you learned from each diagram, table and photo
What information does it give you?

Diagram, page_______

Diagram, page_______

Table, page_______

Photo, page_______
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Lesson Plan
Exploring Caves examines how caves are formed, how people and 
animals use caves, and what scientists can learn by studying caves 
and the materials found inside them.

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• ESS (ACSSU075) Earth’s surface changes over time as a result of natural process and  
human activity

• ESS (ACSSU075) Rocks and fossils show evidence of changes in Earth’s surface features 

• ESS (ACSSU075) Natural processes create changed or different landforms

• GS (ACHASSK113) The environmental and human influences on the location and characteristics 
of a place and the management of spaces within them 

New Zealand

• PEB: Water, air, rocks and soil, and life forms make up our planet and these are also Earth’s 
resources

• PEB: The nature of the water cycle and its effect on climate, landforms, and life 

• MW: Chemical and physical changes in materials or substances

• NS: Science is a way of explaining the world and that science knowledge changes over time 

Key concepts 
• Caves are formed in various ways

• Caves are used by people and animals as temporary and permanent shelters

• Scientists find fossils and artefacts in caves; these give them clues about how people lived  
in the past

Content vocabulary 
blowholes, caverns, fault, fossils, geology, glaciers, lava, molten, navigate, outback, petrified, pigment, 
predators, prehistoric, stalactite, stalagmite, ventilation

Text features
• Text boxes, map, photographic table, sidebars, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Summarising information

Graphic Organiser: What’s your point?

Name/s: 

Summarise the information in Exploring Caves by listing the main ideas from the book under the 
headings below. 
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Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

About caves

How are caves formed? What can we learn by studying caves?

Living in caves

People Animals
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Lesson Plan
The Animal Kingdom defines the characteristics of living things and 
looks at the five main groups or kingdoms: animals, plants, fungi, 
protists (algae), and bacteria. It examines how living things have 
been named and classified and explores how various animals are 
similar and how they are different. 

Informative text types:  
Report 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• BS (ACSSU44) Living things can be grouped on basis of observable features and distinguished 
from non-living things

• BS (ACSSU44) Characteristics of living things such as growing, moving, sensitivity and 
reproducing

• BS (ACSSU44) Range of different living things

New Zealand

• LW: There are life processes common to all living things and that these occur in different ways 

• LW: Plants, animals, and other living things can be grouped into science-based classifications

Key concepts 
• All living things have certain characteristics 

• All living things can be classified, grouped and given a scientific name

• All animals belong to the animal kingdom, which is divided into two groups: vertebrates and 
invertebrates 

Content vocabulary 
abdomen, algae, amphibians, bacteria, cartilage, cells, characteristics, fertilise, freshwater, identify, 
invertebrates, larvae, mammals, offspring, paralyse, polyps, protist, reptiles, scientist, species, 
vertebrates 

Text features
• Tables, text boxes, diagrams, sidebars, captions, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Interpreting tables 

Graphic Organiser: Learning from tables

Name/s: 
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Page 
number/s of 
table

What I learned …
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Lesson Plan
Don’t Throw It Away! explores how individuals and groups are 
working to reduce, reuse and recycle materials to help reduce 
waste, and why this is important. 

Informative text types:  
Argument/Report/Explanation/Procedure

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• CS (ACSSU074) Properties of materials affect waste management or cause pollution

• SS (ACSSU075) Earth’s surface changes over time as a result of natural process and human 
activity

• GS (ACHASSK090) The use and management of natural resources and waste, and the different 
views on how to do this sustainably

• UIS (ACSHE062) Methods of waste management can affect the environment
New Zealand

• MW: Chemical and physical properties of a range of different materials, technological uses and 
natural processes

• NS: Science is a way of explaining the world and that science knowledge changes

Key concepts 
• The amount of rubbish being thrown away is a problem for the planet

• The amount of rubbish can be made less by people working to reduce, reuse and recycle different 
materials

Content vocabulary 
composting, decomposes, fertiliser, fibres, landfill, mined, monitored, nutrients, recycle, reduce, 
renewable, replenished, resources, reuse 

Text features
• Labelled diagrams, pie graph, bar graphs, interview, text boxes, flow charts, visual chart, sidebars, 

glossary 

Reading strategy
• Distinguishing fact and opinion

Graphic Organiser: Fact or opinion?

Name/s: 

List facts and opinions found in Don’t Throw It Away!
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Facts Opinions

Think about the topic. What is your opinion? 
Write three opinions you have about the topic. Find three facts from the book that support each of 
these opinions.

My opinion Supporting facts
1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Lesson Plan
From Me to You explores why and how people have gained 
access to and used personal communication processes and 
technologies over time.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Historical recount/Report

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• CS (ACSSU074) Uses of materials based on their properties 

• DT (ACTDEK013) Suitability of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment for 
particular purposes

• UIS (ACSHE062) Science knowledge helps people to understand the effect of their actions

New Zealand

• NTTK: Technological development expands human possibilities and draws on knowledge from a 
wide range of disciplines

• NTTK: Technological systems are represented by symbolic language tools and understand the 
role played by the “black box” in technological systems 

Key concepts 
• Technology continues to influence and expand the ways people access information and 

communicate

• Technology influences the quality of people’s lives and the ways they act and interact

• Social needs, attitudes and values influence the direction of technological development

Content vocabulary 
body language, century, continents, cyber bullying, data, decade, dial, emoji, emoticons, facial 
expressions, hieroglyphics, images, Internet, media, messengers, modems, Morse code, Pony Express, 
radio waves, scammers, sequence, spam, symbols, technology, telegram, telegraph, telephone, 
transmit, virus

Text features
• Text boxes, graph, illustrations, photographs, glossary

Reading strategy
• Connecting personal experiences to the text and building on prior knowledge

Graphic Organiser: Prior knowledge plus new knowledge

Name/s: 

Work with a partner to discuss the information in From Me to You. Talk about what you already know 
about each type of communication. What new information have you learned about each type of 
communication? Fill in the table to record your ideas. 
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Prior knowledge

What do you already know?

New knowledge 

What have you learned?

Ch 1: Ways of 
communicating

Speaking, writing

Ch 2: Making 
connections

Morse code, 
telegrams, telephones

Ch 3: Riding the 
Internet wave

email, cyberbullying, 
social media
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Lesson Plan
Going, Going, Gone? discusses the reasons why animals become 
extinct. Using detailed case studies, it reports on a range of 
animals that are threatened, and the various reasons why this is 
the case. The book also highlights animals that have been helped 
by people and reports on how these species are rebuilding their 
numbers.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• BS (ACSSU44) Living things can be grouped on basis of observable features and distinguished 
from non-living things

• BS (ACSSU44) Characteristics of living things such as growing, moving, sensitivity and 
reproducing

• SS01.2 All life forms, including human life, are connected through ecosystems on which they 
depend for their wellbeing

New Zealand

• LW: There are life processes common to all living things and that these occur in different ways 

• LW: How living things are suited to their particular habitat and how they respond to 
environmental changes, both natural and human-induced 

• LW: Groups of living things in our world have changed over long periods of time 

Key concepts 
• When the environment changes some animals survive or reproduce, others relocate or adapt, and 

some die 

• Humans have changed the environment, and this has led to some animals becoming endangered 
or extinct

• Some people are helping to save threatened animal species 

Content vocabulary 
adapt, breeding, captivity, climate, critically endangered, endangered, environment, extinct, habitat, 
harpoons, hibernation, native, population, predators, prey, refuges, resources, species, survival, 
threatened, vaccine

Text features
• Photographic tables, captions, text boxes, maps, sidebars, glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying the main idea 

Graphic Organiser: What’s the main idea?

Name/s: 

Identify the main ideas and write them under the appropriate headings. 
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Chapter 1: Why do animals become extinct?

Main ideas
Tasmanian devils

Amur leopards

Polar bears

Whooping cranes

Whales
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Lesson Plan
Keeping Well explores experiences and issues related to children’s 
health and safety. It discusses things that we need to know about 
and do to keep well. 

Informative text types:  
Report/Argument/Recount/Procedure/Explanation  

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• DT (ACTDEK013) Suitability of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment for 
particular purposes

• UIS (ACSHE051) Science knowledge helps people to understand the effect of their actions 

New Zealand

• LW: There are life processes common to all living things and that these occur in different ways 

• NTTK: The relationship between the materials used and their performance properties in 
technological products 

• NS: Science is a way of explaining the world and that science knowledge changes over time 

• NS: Scientists work together and provide evidence to support their ideas 

Key concepts 
• Preventing illness, allergic reaction, and staying safe

• Over time medical inventions and technology have assisted people to enjoy better health

Content vocabulary 
allergen, antibiotic, antibodies, asthma, bacteria, bionic ear, blood poisoning, bronchiole, disease, 
electron microscope, EpiPen, immune system, impairment, injection, legume, organism, pollen, 
prevention, prosthesis, vaccination, virus

Text features
• Biographies, labelled diagrams, experiment, lists, news report, table, text boxes, sidebars, glossary

Reading strategy
• Asking and answering questions 

Graphic Organiser: Questions and answers

Name/s: 

Write some questions you have about keeping well.

Add other questions that occur.

Questions I 
have about 
keeping well

Answers

Chapter 1

Answers

Chapter 2

Answers

Chapter 3

Answers

Chapter 4

Answers

Other reference
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Lesson Plan
Finding Our Way examines the various strategies and techniques 
people use to navigate their way to places. It includes information 
on memory maps, physical maps, navigational techniques such as 
using the stars and other environmental indicators, and modern 
techniques such as using GPS.

Informative text types:  
Report 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• ESS (ACSSU48) Earth’s rotation on its axis causes changes including night and day

• DT (ACTDEK013) Suitability of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment for 
particular purposes

• NDS (ACSHE050) Patterns, change and events in our environment

New Zealand

• PEB: The components of the solar system and the distances between them 

• NTTK: The relationship between the materials used and their performance properties in 
technological products 

Key concepts 
• People use different strategies to follow directions and find their way to places

• People use a range of navigational tools such as maps, signals from nature, and digital technology 
to find their way

Content vocabulary 
convenient, GPS (Global Positioning System), horizon, hull, intricate, landmark, locations, maps, 
memory, navigate, navigation tools, Northern Hemisphere, oral history, peninsula, orbiting, reefs, 
route, satellite, seafaring, sextant, Southern Hemisphere, star compass, stationary, vast, visualise

Text features
• Maps, illustrations, diagram, text boxes, sidebars, captions, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Asking and answering questions 

Graphic Organiser: Asking and answering

Name/s: 

Using questions to improve your understanding 
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Focus 
chapter

Before reading
What questions do you have 
about the topic?

After reading
What did you find out? Are there more things you 
want to know?

Ch 1

Ch 2

Ch 3

Ch 4
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Lesson Plan
The Weather Today defines what weather is and explains where it 
comes from. Wind and rain are explained and explored through 
simple experiments. The book looks at weather on a global 
scale, defines extreme weather and features an interview with a 
meteorologist.  

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation/Procedure/Recount  

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• PS (ACSSU49) Changes due to heating and cooling

• GS (ACHASSK068) The main climate types of the world and the similarities and differences 
between the climates of different places

• DT (ACTDEK011) Forces and properties of material affect behaviour of a product or system 

• DT (ACTDEK013) Suitability of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment for 
particular purposes

New Zealand

• PW: The effect of forces (contact and non-contact) on the motion of objects 

• PW: Materials can be manipulated and/or transformed to enhance the fitness for purpose of a 
technological product

Key concepts 
• Knowledge of the weather and daily weather patterns is useful for our everyday activities. However, 

in the case of extreme weather, people need to be informed so that they keep safe

Content vocabulary 
atmosphere, barometer, blizzard, condensation, drizzle, evaporation, fog, frost, hail, humid, 
hurricanes, hygrometer, lightning, meteorologist, meteorology, mist, orbit, overcast, precipitation, 
sandstorm, satellites, shower, sleet, thermometer, thunder, tornado, vapour

Text features
• Diagrams, maps, tables, sidebars, text boxes, illustrations, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying cause and effect

Graphic Organiser: Cause and effect

Name/s: 
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Effect

Effect
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North 
America

Africa

Europe Asia

Australia

Machu Picchu, Peru

Great Pyramid, Egypt iSimangaliso Wetland Park, South Africa

Tongariro National Park, New Zealand

Grand Canyon, USA

Uluru–Kata Tjuta National Park, Australia

Stonehenge, UK Great Wall, China
Salzburg, 
Austria

South 
America

Looking After Our World explores some spectacular places. It 
focuses on UNESCO world heritage sites and explores why 
they are listed in light of their unique natural and/or cultural 
features, and what is being done to ensure they remain for future 
generations. 

Informative text types:  
Report/Recount/Explanation  

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• DT (ACTDEK010) Sustainability factors that impact on design of products, services and 
environments 

• UIS (ACSHE051) Science knowledge helps people to understand the effect of their actions 

New Zealand

• NS: Science is a way of explaining the world and that science knowledge changes over time 

• NS: Scientists work together and provide evidence to support their ideas 

Key concepts 

• Consider how and why places are chosen to become world heritage sites

• Understand that some places have unique cultural and/or natural features and are important sites 
to many people

• Understand why world heritage sites need to be protected

Content vocabulary 
artefacts, cistern, customs, diverse, extinct, granite, groves, heritage, modernise, monument, 
naturalist, preserve, ranger, sacred, savanna, submarine, terracotta, unique, warriors, wilderness

Text features

• Fact files, interview, maps, captions, sidebars, text boxes, glossary

Reading strategy

• Synthesising visual and written information 

Graphic Organiser: Bringing it all together

Name/s: 

As you read the book, record what you learn.
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Report, 
Recount, 

Explanation

Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
The Land Where I Live provides detailed descriptions of three 
children who live in different climates: a temperate climate, a 
polar climate and a tropical climate. It outlines the day-to-day 
experiences of these children and how their climate impacts the 
way they live and the experiences they have.

Informative text types:  
Description 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• GS (ACHASSK068) The main climate types of the world and the similarities and differences 
between the climates of different places

• DT (ACTDEK012) Food and fibre production and technologies in modern and traditional 
societies

• DT (ACTDEK013) Suitability of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment for 
particular purposes

New Zealand

• PEB: The nature of the water cycle and its effect on climate, landforms, and life 

• NTTK: The relationship between the materials used and their performance properties in 
technological products

Key concepts 
• Different places in the world experience different climates

• The climate of a place affects the way people live

• Every climate has positive and negative aspects

Content vocabulary 
adapting, Arctic, canopy, climate, equator, insulate, migrate, muffle, native, natural gas, perspiration, 
polar, polar desert, snowmobile, stilts, temperate, temperature, tropical

Text features
• Maps, text boxes, sidebars, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Making connections 

Graphic Organiser: My connections

Name/s: 

Write about your connections. How do you relate to each child in the book? How is your life similar? 
What experiences have you had that help you understand each child’s thoughts, feelings and the 
way they live?
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Case study My connections …
Antonia 
Living in a 
temperate climate

Jackson 
Living in a polar 
climate

Daniela 
Living in a tropical 
climate
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Description

Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
Animal Parents reports on a range of animals and how they care for 
their offspring. The book compares and contrasts the life cycles 
of various animals and how these animals give their offspring the 
best possible chance of surviving, so they too can reproduce.

Informative text types:  
Report 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• BS (ACSSU44) Living things can be grouped on basis of observable features and distinguished 
from non-living things

• BS (ACSSU44) Characteristics of living things such as growing, moving, sensitivity and 
reproducing

• BS (ACSSU44) Range of different living things

New Zealand

• LW: There are life processes common to all living things and that these occur in different ways 

• LW: How living things are suited to their particular habitat and how they respond to 
environmental changes, both natural and human-induced 

• LW: Plants, animals, and other living things can be grouped into science-based classifications

Key concepts 
• Animals have unique and diverse life cycles

• Some animals are raised by parents, some care for themselves

Content vocabulary 
amphibians, breed, fertilise, hatchlings, incubate, larvae, mammals, offspring, predator, pupa, 
regurgitating, reproduce, reptiles, species, tentacle

Text features
• Tables, diagram, captions, text boxes, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Comparing and contrasting information 

Graphic Organiser: What’s the same? What’s different?

Name/s: 

Compare and contrast different animal parents 
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Two types of mammals

A type of bird and a type of fish

Finish this sentence:

All animal parents 
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Report

Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
Caring for Animals explores the work done by people who care 
for wild animals in a range of settings such as aquariums, 
zoos and conservation centres. The book explains the need for 
conservation and how qualified people care for sick, injured or 
endangered animals.

Informative text types:  
Report/Interview/Description/Argument/Explanation/
Procedure  

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• BS (ACSSU44) Range of different living things

• DT (ACTDEK013) Suitability of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment for 
particular purposes

• UIS (ACSHE051) Science knowledge helps people to understand the effect of their actions 

New Zealand

• LW: How living things are suited to their particular habitat and how they respond to 
environmental changes, both natural and human-induced 

• NTTK: The relationship between the materials used and their performance properties in 
technological products 

• NS: Science is a way of explaining the world and that science knowledge changes over time 

Key concepts 
• People care for captive, sick or endangered animals in a variety of settings

• Some animals are rehabilitated and released back into the wild  

• Conservation programs are important to ensure the survival of some species

Content vocabulary 
aquarium, conservation, enclosure, endangered, extinct, global network, habitat, humane society, 
national parks, radio transmitter, rehabilitate, reintroduced, species, wildlife refuge

Text features
• Text boxes, sidebars, table, map, diagram, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Using knowledge of text structure 

Graphic Organiser: Knowing your text types

Name/s: 
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Text type Text features
What does it look like?

Information 
What did you learn?

Report: 
Interview
(pp. 6–7)

Description
(p. 9)

Argument
(pp. 12 &13)

Procedure
(p. 22)
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Argument

Activity card
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Lesson Plan
Animal Lifetimes explores and compares life processes common 
to all animals. These processes include reproduction, nutrition, 
raising the next generation and growth. The book explains how 
life processes are closely linked to the environments in which the 
animals live. 

Informative text types:  
Report/Explanation/Procedure 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• BS (ACSSU44) Living things can be grouped on basis of observable features and distinguished 
from non-living things

• BS (ACSSU44) Characteristics of living things such as growing, moving, sensitivity and 
reproducing

• BS (ACSSU44) range of different living things

New Zealand

• LW: There are life processes common to all living things and that these occur in different ways 

• LW: How living things are suited to their particular habitat and how they respond to 
environmental changes, both natural and human-induced 

• LW: Plants, animals, and other living things can be grouped into science-based classifications

Key concepts 
• All animals are different and have different life cycles, but all have a ‘lifetime’ in common

Content vocabulary 
breed, dependent, environment, gestation, hatchlings, incubate, invertebrates, life cycle, litter, moult, 
newborn, nymph, predators, pupa, species, womb 

Text features
• Flowcharts, journal, lists, tables, sidebars, text boxes, captions, glossary

Reading strategy
• Comparing and contrasting information

Graphic Organiser: Compare and contrast

Name/s: 

Find similarities and differences between two animals 
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Similarities

Differences

Interesting facts:

Animal 1

Differences

Animal 2

Fluent Plus 
reading stage
Level N (25–26)

WW AUS LP GR3 Animal Lifetimes.indd   1-2 10/25/18   10:43 AM

Report, 
Explanation, 
Procedure

The Nature of  
our World

Relationships, 
Roles, 

Responsibilities

Change and 
Continuity

( 1300 650 616
8 www.oup.com.au/help

DISTRIBUTED BY: (AUS)

WorldWise is a high-interest literacy program consisting entirely of Informative texts covering key topics for Pre-school to upper primary. 

WorldWise features:

R
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•  High-interest, engaging, informative texts written at suitable  
reading ages.

•  Offers teacher flexibility: small group, partner and independent work.

•  Content that will immediately engage students and reflect the 
diversity of the world students live in.

•  Graphical devices and striking photographs support the content  
and provide platforms for the teaching of reading comprehension  
of non-continuous texts.

• Each title has a focus on a particular reading strategy.

• Links to the science curriculum (natural, physical and earth sciences).

• A variety of text types.

•  Provides writing models for informative texts for Years 2-5:  
Recount/Argument/Report/Explanation templates.

• Encourages students to research beyond the texts.

• Middle and Upper Primary digital support – WorldWise Investigations.


