Setting the context
Provide the children with posters and
pictures of animals that live in the ocean.
Ask them to tell you what animals they
might see if they went scuba diving in the
ocean. List their suggestions on the board.

Introducing the book
This is a book about diving in the ocean.
It is a poem.

Read pages 2 and 3 together.
Turn through the book, identifying the other
animals the diver sees.
What did the diver see when he looked in
the ocean this time?
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Look at the picture on the cover. What can
you see? Why does the scuba diver need a
torch? What else would the diver need to be
able to swim around in the ocean?

This is the title page. What is the title of this
book?

Point out the author’s name.

In the Ocean Pages 2–3

?

Talkthrough
Where is the scuba diver on page 2? What is he looking at?
On page 3 there is a close-up of a fish. What does it look like?
Now read these first two pages aloud to yourself. What do you
notice about how the words sound?
Listen to the children as they read and see if they can
hear the rhythm and rhyme in the text. If they are not
reading with an understanding of the rhythm and
rhyme, model this for them.

Observe and support
Can the children read the text with an understanding
of its rhythm and rhyme?
Read these pages, making sure we can hear the rhythm of the
words.
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I looked in the ocean

I saw a ﬁsh,

and what did I see?

but it didn’t see me.
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In the Ocean Pages 4–5

?

Talkthrough
What is the scuba diver holding? What would he do with this
piece of equipment?
What animal can you see on page 5? How do you think it would
feel? What are its special features?

Observe and support
Can the children locate the high-frequency words: saw,
but, see?
Can you find the word ‘see’? What does it start with? What
sound can you hear at the end of the word?
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I looked in the ocean

I saw a crab,

and what did I see?

but it didn’t see me.

5

5

10

I looked in the ocean

I saw a seahorse,

and what did I see?

but it didn’t see me.
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In the Ocean Pages 12–13

?

Talkthrough
Now the diver is near a whole school of fish. Why do you think
the fish are swimming together?
On page 13 we see the next animal the diver sees. What is it?
What facts do you know about the octopus?

Observe and support
Observe the children as they read. Can the children
read the text fluently?
Can you read this smoothly?
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I looked in the ocean

I saw an octopus,

and what did I see?

but it didn’t see me.
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In the Ocean Pages 14–15

?

Talkthrough
How do you feel about this animal?
Why do you think people are scared of sharks? Do you think
they should be scared of sharks?
Did the shark see the diver? What do you think the diver will do?

Observe and support
Do the children re-read the text to confirm their
understanding?
I like the way you re-read the text to check that you understand
it properly.
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I looked in the ocean

I saw a shark

and what did I see?

and the shark saw me.

15

15

In the Ocean Page 16

?

Talkthrough
Were you right?
Did the diver do what you thought he might?
Where is he going?

Oh no! Time to go!
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After reading
Being a meaning maker

Encourage the children to support their answers with
evidence from the book as they discuss these
comprehension questions:
What animals did the diver see when he looked in the ocean?
Which of the animals were dangerous? Why?
What did the diver do when the shark saw him?
If the book had been two pages longer, what might have
happened next?
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