Setting the context
Ask the children to imagine what it might
be like to be in a cold, cold place.
What might we see in such a place? What
would it be like?
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Introducing the book
This book is about a girl’s journey to a cold,
cold place. Where do you think this cold,
cold place is?

Turn through the book, ensuring the
children can identify each of the things the
girl sees.
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Front cover
Show the children the front cover of the
book. Discuss the different features of this
place; for example, icicles, ice. Point out the
author’s name.

Title page
Ask the children to read the title. Now
discuss the picture.
What can you see here?
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Talkthrough
What is the girl wearing to keep warm?
Look closely at the picture of the ship.
Tell me about the ship. Would the ship need any special
features in order to travel in such a cold place?
Point to the comma. Ask the children to tell you what
it means.

Observe and support
Do the children understand the function of a comma?
What is a comma used for?
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I went on a ship
to a cold, cold place.
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Talkthrough
What can the girl see in the cold, cold place? Look carefully at
the picture. The water is very clear. What can you see under the
water?
Point out the dash to the children.
Why did the author put the dash here? What does it do?
It connects two parts of a sentence. The words after the dash
provide extra details about the iceberg.

Observe and support
Can the children explain what a dash in the text
means?
What does the dash mean?
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In the cold,
cold place,
I saw an iceberg –
a big, white iceberg.
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In the cold,
cold place,
I saw penguins –
lots and lots
of penguins.
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Talkthrough
Next the girl saw a whale. Tell me some words you could use to
describe a whale.

Observe and support
Observe the children as they read. Are the children
able to infer meaning from the book?
What are all the people in the boats doing?
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In the cold,
cold place,
I saw a whale –
a big, big whale.
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Talkthrough
What do you see in the picture?
How cold do you think it would be in the water?
How would the seal keep warm?

Observe and support
Can the children identify high-frequency words in the
text?
Can you show me the word ‘big’? How can you check if you are
right?
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In the cold,
cold place,
I saw a seal –
a cold, wet seal.
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Talkthrough
How do you think the girl felt about the cold, cold place?
Would you like to go there?
What would you like to see most? Why?

I liked the cold,
cold place.
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After reading
Being a meaning maker

Encourage the children to support their answers with
evidence from the book as they discuss these
comprehension questions:
How did the girl get to the cold, cold place?
What did the girl see in the cold, cold place?
Why did the girl like the cold, cold place?
Would you like to go to this cold, cold place? Why or why not?
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