Setting the context
Discuss the habits of dogs with the children.
What do dogs like to do? Introduce the idea
that dogs like to sniff. Ask the children
about what dogs like to sniff.

Sniffs

Introducing the book
This is a book about a dog and the things
she likes to sniff. It is written as if a boy is
speaking to us as we read the book.

Ask the children to predict what the dog
might sniff throughout the book. Turn
through the book, encouraging the children
to confirm their predictions.
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Front cover
Look at the cover. Talk about the picture.

Title page

What is the dog sniffing here?

What is this book called? What do you
notice about the word ‘Sniffs’?

Point out the names of the authors and the
photographer.

Point out that the word contains double
letters.

This book was written by two people.

Sniffs Pages 2–3

?

Talkthrough
What is the dog sniffing here? The boy says, ‘My dog likes to
sniff.’
Can you find the word ‘grass’? What helped you to find this
word?

Observe and support

Do the children know where to start reading and which
way to go? Can they make a return sweep?
Can you show me where to start reading? Where do I go next?
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My dog likes to sniff.
She likes to sniff
the grass.
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Sniffs Pages 4–5
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Talkthrough
Now the dog is sniffing something else. What is it? What kind of
shoe is it?
Can you see any words on this page that you know? Can you
see ‘She’? Can you see ‘likes’?

Observe and support
Do the children recognise the high-frequency words:
my, likes, to, she, the?
Can you find the word ‘my’? How did you know that it was ‘my’?
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My dog likes to sniff.
She likes to sniff
the shoe.
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My dog likes to sniff.
She likes to sniff
the ﬂower.
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Sniffs Page 12
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Talkthrough
This page shows us something else the dog likes to sniff.
Point out the words ‘My’ and ‘me’. Ask the children to
look carefully at these words.
What is different about these words?
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My dog likes to sniff.
She likes to sniff me.

After reading
Being a meaning maker

Encourage the children to support their answers
with evidence from the book as they discuss these
comprehension questions:
What things does this dog like to sniff?
Does she like to sniff shoes?
Does she like to sniff flowers?
Why might the dog like to sniff the boy?
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