Setting the context
Talk with the children about fish bowls they
may have at home or have seen elsewhere.
Have you ever seen a fish bowl? What was
in it? How do you think it was made? What
would go in first?

List the children’s suggestions on the board
for future reference.
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Introducing the book
This is a book about putting a fish bowl
together. It tells us about all the different
things that go into a fish bowl. It is called
My Fish Bowl.

Turn through the book, ensuring that the
children can identify each thing that goes
into the fish bowl.
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Front cover
Look at the cover. Talk about the picture.

Title page
Read the title together.

What can you see in the fish bowl? Why
would there be plants in the fish bowl?

Can you see the word ‘Fish’ on this page?
What letter does it start with?

Point out the name of the author and
photographer.

My Fish Bowl Pages 2–3
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Talkthrough
What is the boy putting in the fish bowl?
Why would he put stones in the fish bowl?
Can you find the words ‘fish bowl’?
What helped you to find these words?

Observe and support
Do the children know where to start reading and which
way to go? Can they make a return sweep?
Can you show me where to start reading?
Where will I go next?
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I put the stones
in the ﬁsh bowl.
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My Fish Bowl Pages 4–5
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Talkthrough
Now the boy puts the water in the fish bowl. What will he tell
us?
Can you see any words on this page that you know?
Can you see ‘I’? Can you see ‘the’?

Observe and support
Do the children recognise the sight words: I, put, the,
in?
Can you find the word ‘put’? What did you look for?
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I put the water
in the ﬁsh bowl.
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I put the ﬁsh
in the ﬁsh bowl.
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My Fish Bowl Page 12
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Talkthrough
Now the fish bowl is finished.
How do you think the boy feels about his fish bowl?

This is my ﬁsh bowl !
12

After reading
Being a meaning maker

Encourage the children to support their answers
with evidence from the book as they discuss these
comprehension questions:
What does the boy put in the fish bowl after the water?
What things are needed to make a good fish bowl?
Why are the plants needed?
Why does the fish go in last?
What other things could you put in a fish bowl?
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