Setting the context
Ask: What is an aquarium?
Have you ever been to an aquarium?
What did you see there?
Why do we have aquariums?

Introducing the book
This book is called ‘At the Aquarium’.
It tells us about a boy’s visit to an
aquarium and the animals he saw there.
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Point to the title.
Let’s read it together.
Look at the picture. Where do you think
this boy is standing? What is he looking
at? Can the stingray get the boy?
Why not?

Where is the title? What does it say?
What does the writing under the picture
tell us?
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I saw a ﬁsh
at the aquarium.
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Talkthrough
On each page the boy tells us about what he saw at the
aquarium. Here he says, “I saw a fish at the aquarium.”
Can you show me where to start reading on this page?
Move your finger to show where to go. What do I do at
the end of the line?
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Observe and support
Does the child match each word on the page as they
read?
Can you read it with your finger? Did you have enough
words? Were any left over?
Gently guide the child’s hand as you read it together.
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I saw a shark
at the aquarium.
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Talkthrough
The next animal the boy sees is a shark. What will the
boy tell us? Can you check the first word of the
sentence? What does it say? What do you think the next
word is? How did you work that out?
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Observe and support
Does the child recognise the sight words: I, saw, a, at,
the?
Show the child the word on one page.
This word says ‘saw’. What does it look like? How will you
remember it?
Turn to another page.
Can you see the word on this page?
Have the child trace the word as they say it.
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Observe and support
Does the child notice if they have made a mistake?
If the child pauses at the point of difficulty:
What could fit there? What can you see on the page that
will help you work it out?
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Talkthrough
This page sums up the rest of the book. It tells us
that the boy saw a lot of animals at the aquarium.

I saw a lot of animals
at the aquarium.
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Comprehension check
What animals did the boy see at the aquarium?
What is the same about all of the animals that live
at the aquarium?
Should we have aquariums? Why or why not?
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