Setting the context

Background information

Show children a striped soft toy or striped
material.
Ask : Which animals have stripes?
What different colours can their stripes be?
How could having stripes help animals?
As children offer their suggestions, make
a list on a large sheet of paper to refer to
after the reading.

Stripes help animals to blend into the
shadows. Stripes also make it difficult for
predators to tell where one animal stops
and the next begins. This is useful to
those animals that live in herds.

Introducing the book
This book is about animals that have
stripes. It tells us about five different
animals.
All of these animals have different stripes.
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Look at the cover.
Point out the title and author’s name.
Talk about the picture.
What are these animals?
What kind of stripes do they have?

Which animal has stripes like these?
Can you show me the part of the page
that tells me the title of the book?
What does it say?
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This tiger has stripes.
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Talkthrough
What is this a picture of?
What do its stripes look like?
The book says, “This tiger has stripes.”
Can you point to where it says this?
What will the first word say?
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Observe and support
Does the child know where to start reading and which
way to go?
Can you show me where to start reading?
What will I read next?
Place a marker next to the starting point for any child
who has difficulty remembering where to start on each
page. Check that the child points to each word as they
read.
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This zebra has stripes.
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Talkthrough
Here are some zebras. They have stripes too.
The book says, “This zebra has stripes.”
You read it with your fingers while I read to you.
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Observe and support
Does the child notice when the words they say are too
many or too few for the text on the page?
Were there enough words?
Did you run out of words?
How could you check?
Could you read it with your finger?
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Observe and support
Can the child identify the sight words ‘this’ and ‘has’?
Listen and look while I read the sentence (point with
your finger). Can you find the word that says ‘this’?
Listen to the word. How many sounds can you hear?
How many letters can you see?
The two letters ‘th’ make one sound.
Listen to ‘has’. How many sounds?
Say them with me.
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Talkthrough
This page shows us all the animals from the book.
It tells us that lots of animals have stripes.

Lots of animals have stripes.
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Comprehension check
Which animals have stripes?
Which other animals could be in this book?
Why do animals have stripes?
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