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How to use this book

Selected text features Vocabulary
• Step by step drawings showing the
movements of cartoon characters are
provided
• A storyboard is shown
• Technical language is used throughout:
animation, cels, storyboard
• A flow chart of the process is provided

actors, adventures, animated, animation,
background, cartoon, cels, character,
computer, drawing, drawing board, film,
flipbooks, movement, movies,
photographed, picture, recording,
scanned, screen, sketch, soundtrack,
sound effects, still images, stories,
storyboard, studio, television, videotape
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Setting the context
Do you like to watch cartoons? What do you like about them?

How are cartoons made?

You might like to supply the children with some cartoons to look at.

Front cover
Read the title of the book to the children
and show the front cover.
What do you think ‘animated’ means?

What sort of information do you think you

will find in this book?

Title page
Read out the names of the author,
illustrator and photographer.
Who do you think is in the photograph?
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Making an Animated Cartoon Pages 2–5

Predict
This is the contents page. How is a table of contents

organised? How does it help you read the book?

Read the headings listed in the contents.
Look at the pictures and photographs on pages 4 and 5.

What do you think the man in the photograph is doing?

Have you seen this cartoon character before?

Read to the end of page 5.

Reflect
Why do you think these chapters are in this order?

What is the first thing that Alex does when he begins a

cartoon? Where on the page does it tell us this?

Observe and support
Can the child recognise the purpose of the text?
Can the child support their understanding of the
text with direct evidence from the page?
What is this book trying to teach us? How do you

know this?

Who is telling us about making animated cartoons?

Where does it tell us this?

What is an animated cartoon?

What is the name of the character has Alex created?

What steps does Alex take when he is drawing

Sebastian? Where on the page did you find this out?
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Contents

Thinking of a character   4

Writing the story   6

Recording the soundtrack   8

Drawing the characters   10

Drawing the background   12

Drawings that seem to move  14

Flowchart   16

4

Most cartoons are about the
adventures of a funny character.  

One of my favourite characters is
Sebastian.  I have drawn Sebastian
for story books, but now I want to
make him into a cartoon that can
be shown on TV.   

First I make a rough sketch of Sebastian. The finished drawing goes over
the rough sketch.

Then I colour in the finished drawing.

Thinking of a character

My name is Alex. I make up cartoon
characters and write stories about them. 

Sometimes I make the stories into
cartoons for television.  
Making a cartoon character walk and
talk is called ‘animation’. 

5
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Making an Animated Cartoon Pages 6–7

Predict
What do you think Alex is doing here?

What characters can you see in Alex’s drawings?

What is the cartoon about?

Read pages 6 and 7.

Reflect
What does Alex do before he starts drawing?

Why is it important for Alex to know what is going to

happen in the story before he starts drawing?

What are the names of the characters in this storyboard?

Observe and support
Can the child monitor their own reading and self
correct when required?
I noticed that you stopped reading when you made

an error. How did you know that you had made an

error?

What do you check for? What do you do to help you

work out the correct word?

I noticed that you re-read the whole sentence when

you corrected yourself. Why did you do that?
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Writing the story

Before I start drawing, I have to think of a story.  
I work out what is going to happen to Sebastian 
in the cartoon. 

I have decided that in my cartoon story, 
Sebastian and his friend Storky will have a race.  
The cartoon will be called ‘Sebastian Wins the Race’.

I draw a storyboard to show how the
cartoon will work.  

A storyboard is like a comic strip.  
I draw rough pictures of each stage 
of the story.  

Under each picture, I write what is happening
and what the characters will say.  

Storky

6

5
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Making an Animated Cartoon Pages 8–11

Predict
Look at the photos on pages 8 and 9. What do you think

these people might be doing?

Why are there people playing musical instruments?

Look at the drawings of Sebastian on pages 10 and 11.

What is Sebastian doing in these pictures?

Read to the end of page 11.

Reflect
What has happened so far in the making of this

animated cartoon?

What happens at the recording studio?

How does the animation drawing board help Alex when

he is drawing the characters?

Observe and support
Can the child use contextual information to
understand new vocabulary such as ‘recording
studio’ and ‘animation drawing board’?
What is a recording studio? What happens in a

recording studio? How do you know this?

What is a drawing animation board? Where in the

text did it tell you this? Where else on the page are

we given information about drawing on an animation

drawing board?
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Recording the soundtrack

Once the story is finished, I go to a recording studio.
At the studio, actors record the lines said by the
characters.  They make up funny voices to suit the
characters.

Music and sound effects are recorded in the studio too.

Come on, Sebastian!

You might as well give up.

You’ll never catch me!

10

Drawing the characters

Now it is time to start drawing.

To make the cartoon come to life, I have to draw
every single movement the characters make.  

I draw each movement on a separate sheet of
paper. Later these rough drawings will be traced
neatly onto sheets of clear plastic.  

I use an animation drawing board to help me
when I am drawing the characters.  
The top of the drawing board is made of glass. 
There is a light behind the glass. 

I put the pictures on top of each other on the drawing
board.  Because I can see through them, I can check that
the characters are the same size and shape in each drawing.  Here are some of my rough drawings of Sebastian running.

See if you can follow his legs.

By drawing
number 11 his
right heel is on
the ground again!

In drawing number 1
Sebastian’s right heel is
on the ground.

By drawing number 6
his left heel has hit the
ground.

11
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Making an Animated Cartoon Pages 12–13

Predict
What is Alex drawing on?

How does this help Alex to make the cartoon?

What does the labelled diagram show us?

Read pages 12 and 13.

Reflect
What is Alex doing in this step?

What does Alex draw the background on?

What about the characters?

What might the next step be?

Observe and support
Can the child read the text fluently?
Well done. You read the text very clearly. I could hear

everything you were reading. This made it easy for

me to understand the information.

If the child is having difficulty you could model the
reading of the text in a fluent manner.
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Drawing the
background

I also need to draw a
background.  
The background shows
where the story takes
place.

I draw the background
on a separate sheet of
paper. 

When I have drawn the
background, I put the
pictures of the characters
on top.  The background
can be seen through the
clear plastic.

The characters
are drawn on
separate clear
sheets called
cels.

Background

The background
is placed under
the cels.

Cels
are laid on
top of each
other to
create each
scene.

9
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Making an Animated Cartoon Pages 14–16

Predict
Why would Alex need to draw so many pictures of

Sebastian and Storky?

What do you think the chart on page 16 shows?

Read to the end of page 16.

Reflect
How does Alex make it look like Sebastian and Storky are

moving?

What happens to the finished drawings?

Can you explain what the chart tells us?

Observe and support
Can the child use their knowledge of phonics to
decode difficult words such as ‘photographed’?
Point out the word ‘photographed’.
How did you know this said ‘photographed’? What

did you check?

At the point of need you might say: Look at the first

two letters. What sound do they make when they are

together? Can you see these letters anywhere else in

the word?

Check the ending of the word. Can you break the

word up? What would make sense here?
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Drawings that seem
to move

When different still images are

shown very quickly, one after the

other, they look as if they are

moving.  

Cartoons, movies, TV and

flipbooks all use this trick to make

us think that the pictures they

show are moving. 

Animation drawings used to be photographed on movie

film, but now they are usually scanned into a computer

and then put on film or

videotape.  

Then they are shown

quickly, one after the 

other... and Sebastian and

Storky look as if they are

running across your TV

screen!

These are finished
drawings of Sebastian
and Storky.
When they are shown
quickly, one after the
other, they will look
as if they are moving.

15

16

Flow Chart 

character

story

storyboard

soundtrack

characters

background

scan or photograph the drawings

watch Sebastian win the race!



After reading
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Being a meaning maker
Encourage the children to support
their answers with evidence from
the book as they discuss these
questions:
What is an animated cartoon?

What things need to happen to

make an animated cartoon?

How are still pictures made to look

as if they are moving?

Being a code breaker
Children may like to explore the
following language feature:
• the sound /c/: cartoon, character,
make, walk, called, can, think,
work, Storky, comic, pictures,
recording, actors, music, come,
clear, plastic, background, takes,
trick, computer

Being a text user
What information is contained in

the words?

What information is in the

illustrations and photographs?

What information is found in the

captions?

Would this book work without

illustrations and photographs? Why?

What did you learn by reading this

book?

Being a text critic
Is this the way all animated

cartoons are made? How could you

find out?



Responding to text

Children could make their
own comic story and then

present it as a storyboard. Encourage
the children to use the text as a
reference, particularly pages 6 and 7.

Have children think of their
own character that could be

used in animated cartoons. They
could draw the character and write
a description of what the character
is like.

Have children look through
the book and write a list of

all the words associated with
making an animated cartoon.
Children could then quiz each
other on the meanings of these
words.

Writing links
Shared writing
Have children work together in
small groups to list, in order, the
steps involved in making an
animated cartoon. They could write
a short description outlining each
step. Encourage the children to use
labelled diagrams to help explain
their writing.

Independent writing
Children could read other stories
about Sebastian from the Alphakids
series. These are: ‘Sebastian’
(level 9), ‘Sebastian gets the
Hiccups’ (level 13), ‘Sebastian’s
Special Present’ (level 15),
‘Sebastian Tidies Up’ (level 18),
‘The Great Sebastian’ (level 19).
They could also read the following
Alphakids Plus books: ‘Sebastian
Learns to Fly’ (level 5), ‘Sebastian’s
New Sister’ (level 10).
The children could then write and
illustrate their own Sebastian story.

Possible assessment focus

Can the child:
• use the information in the illustrations to explain how Alex makes
Sebastian walk in an animated cartoon?

• apply knowledge from the book to present their own story as a
storyboard?

whole text activity sentence activity word activity
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Summary
This book explains the process of making an
animated cartoon. The text is written from the point
of view of animator Alex Stitt.
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