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How to use this book

?

Before reading: Talkthrough
Talk through the book with the children. Encourage
them to predict the text from the cover and the
pictures, and to think about the information they
provide. Direct the children’s attention to aspects of
the text that may challenge them. Support the children
to deal with these challenges by asking the
Talkthrough questions on each page.

During reading: Observe and support
Observe the children as they read. Encourage them to
monitor their own reading as they comprehend the
text. As needed, support children by assisting them to
discover and use reading strategies and cues to solve
problems and respond to reading challenges that arise
in the text. Interruptions to the child’s reading should
be minimal and focused on a specified learning need.

After reading: Comprehension, returning to
the text, responding and writing links
To further develop children’s understanding of the
text, select from activities found on page 12 and the
inside back cover. These whole text, sentence and word
level activities reinforce the teaching focus of this
book. Assessment ideas are provided to assist with
planning for further teaching.
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Text highlights

Vocabulary

• Comic illustrations support and add humour
to the story
• Direct speech is used throughout

man, woman, happy, rich, wished, wish, fairy,
appeared, disappeared, beautiful, famous, sick,
miserable, healthy, poor, hungry, sausages,

• A range of punctuation emphasises meaning

nose, scarf, jewels, necklace

Setting the context
Ask: If you had three wishes
and could wish for anything in
the world, what would you
wish for?

Discuss the children’s ideas
and suggestions.

Introducing the book
This book is called ‘The
Three Wishes’. It is about a
man and a woman who
were given three wishes by a
fairy. They couldn’t agree on
what to wish for and wasted
their wishes by mistake.
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Front cover

Title page

What do you think has happened? Why does
the woman have sausages growing from the
end of her nose?
What do you think these people are thinking
about? What might they wish for?

Is Sara Oldfield the author? What do you
think the word ‘retold’ means? What does it
tell you about the story? Why is there a
picture of a fairy wand?

The Three Wishes Pages 2–3

?

Talkthrough
Once upon a time a man and woman were sitting at home.
What were they doing? How do you know? Why does the
story begin with the words ‘Once upon a time…’?
Point out the thinking cloud and discuss its use.
What do the man and woman wish for?

Observe and support
Can the child explain the use of the thinking cloud in the
illustrations?
What is this called? What does it tell us about the story?
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Once upon a time a man
and a woman were sitting
at home.

They were happy but they
wished they could be rich
like the people next door.
2
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The Three Wishes Pages 4–5

?

Talkthrough
The woman says that she wants just one wish. Then what
happened? How many wishes do you think the fairy gave the
man and woman? What do you think they will wish for?

Observe and support
Does the child use contextual information to understand
the meaning of new vocabulary?
What do the words ‘appeared’ and ‘disappeared’ mean?
How are these words different? How did you work that out?
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‘It’s not fair!’ said the woman.
‘If I could just have one wish,
I know I could be really happy.’

Suddenly a fairy appeared.
‘I will grant you three wishes,’
she said. ‘But be careful
what you wish for.’
Then the fairy disappeared.
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The Three Wishes Pages 6–9

?

Talkthrough
What does the woman wish for? What does the man wish
for? Do you think it is more important to be beautiful, rich
and famous, or healthy and happy?
Why does the woman get some sausages, even though she
wants to be beautiful, rich and famous? What does the man
think of that wish? What does he say?

Observe and support
Does the child search for a range of cues as they read?
If the child makes an error encourage them to re-read
the text.
Try that again and think about what would make sense.
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‘I know what I will wish for,’
said the woman. ‘I will wish to be
beautiful and rich and famous.’

‘What’s the use of being beautiful,
rich and famous if you are sick
and miserable?’ said the man.
‘You should wish to be healthy
and happy and to live to
one hundred.’

6
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‘What’s the use of living
to one hundred if you are poor
and hungry?’ said the woman.
‘In fact, I’m hungry now.
I wish we had some sausages.’
Suddenly some sausages appeared
and one wish was gone.
‘What have you done?
You have wasted a wish on
sausages,’ said the man angrily.
‘I wish they were stuck on the end
of your nose!’
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The Three Wishes Pages 10–13

?

Talkthrough
Why does the woman suddenly grow sausages from the end
of her nose? How many wishes have they had now?
Look at pages 12–13.
Why does the man think of ways that the woman could live
a happy life with the sausages stuck to her nose? What
does the illustration tell us about what she thinks of his
suggestion?

Observe and support
Does the child read the text with expression?
How would the woman read the words on page 13? What
might her voice sound like? Can you make your voice sound
like that when you read?
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Suddenly the sausages were
hanging from the end
of the woman’s nose.
The second wish was gone.

‘Help me! Help me!’ she cried.
The man tried to pull the sausages off her
nose, but they wouldn’t come off.

She got up and
tripped over the
sausages.

She tried to pull them off
her nose but they wouldn’t
come off.
10
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‘I know what to do,’ said the man.
‘We’ll use the last wish to make us
very rich. Then we will buy a scarf
with lots of jewels on it to hide
the sausages.’

‘Have you gone mad?’
cried the woman.
‘I don’t want to live with
sausages stuck on the end
of my nose.
Get rid of them now!’

12

13
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The Three Wishes Pages 14–16

?

Talkthrough
Read the text on page 14.
What is the last wish? Does her wish work?
Now look at page 16.
What does the man say? What do they do with the
sausages?
How might they be feeling?

Observe and support
Does the child use an understanding of letter/sound
relationships to check words?
Read the last sentence of the book and point to the word
‘sausages’.
How did you know that word said ‘sausages’? What did you
look at? What did you think about?
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‘Maybe you could wrap them
around your neck like a necklace,’
said the man.
The woman screamed and cried
and cried and screamed and said,
‘I wish I had my nose back.’

The sausages fell to the ground.
There were no more wishes left.

They both looked at
the sausages.

14

15

‘I’m hungry,’ said the man.
‘Me too,’ said the woman.
So they cooked the sausages
and ate them.

16
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Being a meaning maker

Being a text user

Encourage the children to support
their answers with evidence from the
book as they discuss these questions:
What did the woman wish for?
Why did the fairy say, ‘Be careful what
you wish for.’?
Why did the man and woman waste
their wishes?
What should they have wished for?
Could three wishes solve someone’s
problems? What should they wish for?

What kind of book is this? How do you
know?
What does the first sentence of the
story tell you about the kind of story it
is?
The book says that the story is ‘Retold
by Sara Oldfield.’ What does the word
‘retold’ mean?

Being a code breaker
Children may like to explore the
following language features:
• Punctuation associated with
conversation.
• How exclamation marks emphasise
meaning.

12

Being a text critic
Would other couples waste their wishes
like the couple in the book?
Would you?
The illustrator has drawn the man and
woman in a cartoon style. Would the
story be different if the illustrations
looked more like real people?

Responding to text

Writing links

Children could make masks of
the characters and some props
related to the story. These could be
used to practise and perform a
readers theatre of the book.

Shared guided writing
Select a traditional tale known to the
children.
How could we retell this story? What
would we do to make it interesting?
Which parts of the story would we put
into the words? Which parts would we
show in the pictures?
Write some of the story together.

Children could retell the story
as a comic. Provide large paper
folded into eighths for the cells.
Encourage the use of speech balloons
to show direct speech.
Children could list the words in
the book that indicate how the
man and woman were speaking.
(screamed, cried, said angrily)

Independent writing
Children could retell a traditional
tale of their own choice. Encourage
them to innovate on these tales or to
tell them in different ways, e.g., as a
comic, a slide show or a play.

Assessment
Can the child:
• Explain what kind of story ‘The Three Wishes’ is?
• Explain the use of the thinking clouds in the illustrations?
• Say what kind of people they think the man and woman are?

whole text activity

sentence activity

word activity
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Topic: Traditional tales
Curriculum link: English
Text type: Narrative
Reading level: 16
Word count: 373
Vocabulary: man, woman, happy, rich, wished,
wish, fairy, appeared, disappeared, beautiful,
famous, sick, miserable, healthy, poor, hungry,
sausages, nose, scarf, jewels, necklace
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Written by
Hannah Reed
Photography by
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Seashore
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Written by Marilyn Woolley

Photography by Jason Edwards

Identifying conventions used in traditional tales:
‘Once upon a time…’, ‘Retold by…’.
Gaining meaning from the text and the illustrations.
Exploring characterisation within the story.

Summary
This book is a retelling of a traditional tale about
a couple who were granted three wishes but
wasted them by mistake.
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